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Asotin County Home Composting Web site: 

http://www-dev.co.asotin.wa.us/

HomeComposting/

HomeComposting_Home.htm 

Other Composting Web Sites 

http://www.puyallup.wsu.edu/soilmgmt/

Composts.htm 

http://facops.wsu.edu/Compost/

compost_home.htm 

http://www.compostwashington.org/ 
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Worm composting is using red worms to 

recycle food scraps and other organic 

material into a valuable soil amendment 

called vermicomposting, or worm compost. 

Worms—need 

to be red 

wigglers. You’ll 

need one 

pound to take 

care of a half 

pound of 

kitchen waste 

per day. You can order them through lawn and 

garden catalogs. Earth worms are not 

composting worms.   

Worm bins—can be made from wood or 

plastic. They can be store bought or 

homemade. The best depth for worm bins is 

12 - 18 inches. Worms need air to breath, so 

remember to make holes in your bin (on top or 

lower sides). A good size for a worm bin is 1 

foot deep, 2 feet wide and 3 feet long. 

Bedding—Must be able to retain 

moisture and allow air to circulate. 

Use shredded newspaper or 

cardboard and/or peat moss. 

Worms need—moisture, air, food, 

darkness and temperature between 

50-70 degrees. 

Feed them—fruit and vegetable 

peelings, cornmeal, crushed egg shells, coffee 

grounds, tea bags, and shredded newspaper. 

Do NOT feed them—Animal bones, meat, fish 

& poultry, cheese, butter, salad dressing, 

mayonnaise, glossy colored paper, or greasy 

foods. 

Do you want to be notified about 
any composting workshops? 

If so, contact us at 
WSU Asotin Co. Extension 

509-243-2009 
pbrowning@co.asotin.wa.us 
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♦ Store kitchen wastes in plastic or 

stainless  buckets with tight fitting lids.  

♦ Compost Recipe—1 part nitrogen to 3 

parts carbon. If carbon (browns) and 

nitrogen (greens) are too far out of 

balance, the microbial system will suffer 

and offensive odors can develop. 

♦ The ideal ratio is 30 parts carbon to 1 

part nitrogen (by weight). 

♦ Greens = Grass clippings, fruit and 

vegetable scraps, coffee grounds, 

manure. 

♦ Browns = Fall leaves, straw, sawdust, 

tree pruning's,  (avoid 

walnut and cedar 

wood) shredded 

paper. 

♦ Moisture content of 

50% - 70% is 

recommended (think 

of a rung-out sponge). 
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It should fit through a 1/2” screen, should be 

dark and crumbly, smell earthy and sweet, 

consist of 25-30% organic material, and 

when it no longer reaches temperatures 

above 75 degrees by active composting. 
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The natural 

decomposition 

of organic matter 

that creates a 

dark, nutrient 

rich soil 

amendment 

suitable for soil 

and plant life uses. 
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♦ Can replace or supplement the use of 

commercial fertilizers by homeowners. 

♦ Reduces soil compaction, increases water 

retention, increases organic matter and 

can aid in weed and disease suppression. 

♦ The most environmentally effective 

method of dealing with yard and 

compostable kitchen waste by diverting it 

from the solid waste stream and landfills. 
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Lawn—established lawns—surface apply 

1/2” in the Fall.  New lawn establishment, till 

in 1”-2” of compost to 6” prior to seeding. 

Trees & Shrubs—Mulch around established 

trees and shrubs leaving a free 6” diameter 

to deter rodent damage. New tree plantings, 

no more than 20% compost to soil mix. 

Flower and Vegetable Beds —incorporate 

1/2” -1”  per year in the Fall.  Compost can 

be applied between rows while gardening to 

aide water retention and suppress weeds. 
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♦ Pig and 

Pet 

Manure 

♦ Meat  

Scraps 

♦ Fats & 

Oils 

♦ Vegetation treated with fungicides, 

herbicides, and other pesticides 

♦ Diseased Plants 

♦ Perennial Weeds, such as morning glory, 

quack grass, other hard to kill weeds. 
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Grass clippings  Sods 

Leaves    Hay 

Chopped Cornstalk  Straw 

Farm Manure   Sawdust 

Hedge Clippings  Many Weeds 

Kitchen and Vegetable & Fruit Scraps 
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When proper lawn management is used, 

there is no needed to collect grass clippings. 

Leaving the grass clippings benefits the turf 

by returning nutrients and organic matter to 

the soil. If evenly distributed, clippings left 

on the lawn can be equivalent to one 

fertilizer application per year. 
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You can make your own or there is a wide 

variety of bins available to purchase. Various 

types include enclosed bins, rolling bins, and 

compost tumblers. 

ENCLOSED BINSENCLOSED BINSENCLOSED BINS   

are best for limited space, neat appearance, and 

low cost. You do not need to turn them and the 

lid keeps the rain off. They compost slower ... 

from 6 months to 2 years. 

ROLLING BINSROLLING BINSROLLING BINS   

can be rolled to and from your yard waste. 

Tumbling eliminates the need to aerate. 

Sufficient space is needed to roll the bin. Lid 

keeps rain off and 

helps deter 

animals. However, 

the bin can get too 

heavy and difficult 

to roll. 

COMPOST COMPOST COMPOST 

TUMBLERSTUMBLERSTUMBLERS   

are designed so 

that they turn their content easily. They need 

limited space, have neat appearances  The 

design makes it relatively easy to aerate, it 

supplies bacteria with needed oxygen and 

consequently speeds up decomposition. It’s 

available in various sizes. The enclosed design 

helps deter animals. Once the composting 

process begins, adding more material postpones 

the finished  product. 

COMPOST PILECOMPOST PILECOMPOST PILE   

should be a minimum of 3’ x 3’ x 3’.  

Keep it manageable ... too big and you won’t be 

able to turn it and oxygen will not be able to 

reach the center. Too small and it will not be 

able to heat up properly. 
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Select a location for your composting pile. It 

will do best where it is protected from 

drying winds 

and is in partial 

sunlight to help 

heat the pile. 

You will need a 

location that is 

convenient, has 

access to water 

and space to 

turn the pile. 

Determine 

which type of bin you plan to use or if you 

plan to make one. 

Do I need to be concerned about Do I need to be concerned about Do I need to be concerned about Do I need to be concerned about Do I need to be concerned about Do I need to be concerned about Do I need to be concerned about Do I need to be concerned about Do I need to be concerned about Do I need to be concerned about Do I need to be concerned about Do I need to be concerned about 
anything when composting?anything when composting?anything when composting?anything when composting?anything when composting?anything when composting?anything when composting?anything when composting?anything when composting?anything when composting?anything when composting?anything when composting?            

Spontaneous combustion is not likely to 

happen in home composting sites. 

If a compost pile gets 

too hot ... more than 

160 degrees F, you can 

cool it down by: 

Turning, Reducing the 

size of the pile, Adding 

water to 55% moisture, Mixing in coarse, 

bulky material such as woodchips. 

Compost piles work best at temperatures 

between 130—150 degrees F.  This may not 

happen with small compost piles or bins.  

Lower temperature will just take longer to 

compost. 


