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Weekend storm pounds NCW 
By Christine Pratt 
World staff writer 

Monday, May 16, 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
World photo/Don Seabrook  
Diane Graves rescues her neighbor’s planter as the swollen 
Colockum Creek races past the Conger and Sundee Carver home 
at 7115 Tarpiscan Road south of Wenatchee on Sunday. 

Total rainfall in 48 hours as of this morning 
• Mission Ridge: 2.87 inches 
• Pangborn Airport: 1.94 inches 
• Wenatchee, 4.5 miles south: 1.94 inches 
• Malaga: 1.76 inches 
• Stevens Pass: 1.60 inches 
• Winthrop: 1.54 inches 
• Wenatchee, 1 mile west southwest: 1.52 inches 
• Mazama: 1.47 inches 
• Peshastin: 1.40 inches 
• Washington Pass: 1.40 inches 
• Wenatchee, 1.5 miles south: 1.28 inches 
• Wenatchee, 2.5 miles southeast: 1.28 inches 
• East Wenatchee, 2.3 miles east: 1.22 inches 
• Manson: 1.21 inches 
• Wenatchee, .4 of a mile south: 1.18 
• East Wenatchee, 1.8 miles north northeast: 1.16 inches 
• East Wenatchee, 1.2 miles north: 1.10 inches 
• Brewster: 1.01 inches 
• Leavenworth: .98 inches 
• Wenatchee,6 of a mile north: .98 inches 
• Wenatchee, 2.7 miles west southwest: .92 inches 
• Entiat: .88 inches 
• Wenatchee, 4 miles north northwest: .66 inches 
• Omak Airport: .24 inches 
Source: National Weather Service 
RELATED STORY 
• Raging Colockum Creek nearly claims houses 
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COLOCKUM — The weekend’s heavy rains turned normally mild Colockum Creek into a torrent of water Sunday, flooding 
roads, threatening homes and forcing a family to evacuate. 
The worst of the storm — which pounded southern Chelan County the hardest — was over by early Sunday evening. But 
it didn’t ease up until after dropping nearly 3 inches of rain on Mission Ridge and 1 to 2 inches in and around 
Wenatchee. 
A flood warning issued for Chelan and Okanogan counties continued through 3:30 p.m. today.  
No major rivers are expected to flood, but smaller streams and creeks will continue to rise today and could top their 
banks, the National Weather Service warned. 
Damage Sunday included: 
Debris backed up against a bridge across Colockum Creek on Tarpiscan Road, forcing the water out of the riverbed and 
down a driveway to the front step of a home. 
The torrent carried away a 10-foot-wide swath of riverbank near a neighboring home, which remains threatened. Area 
residents worked with backhoes all day Sunday to protect both properties. 
Flooding on the southern part of Tarpiscan Road, which blocked vehicle access to the Washington State University 
agricultural research station there. Unoccupied buildings are reportedly flooded. Sheriff’s deputies will assess area 
damage today. 
Upper Wheeler Reservoir overflowed into an emergency drainage canal, sending flood waters into Orr Creek, which 
empties into Stemilt Creek. Crews worked to keep culverts clear. 
 

World photo/Don Seabrook  
Sundee Carver watches the raging Clockum Creek eat away at the 
rockwork and plantings next to her home at 7115 Tarpiscan Road 
south of Wenatchee on Sunday. Sundee credits neighbor Frosty 
Hansen with using a backhoe to divert water away from her home 
and save it from being swept away. 
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Conger Carver hauls garden equipment from a shed that is 
threatened a flooding Colockum Creek at his home at 7115 
Tarpiscan Road south of Wenatchee on Sunday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
One blocked culvert sent Stemilt Creek spilling over the Malaga/Alcoa Highway, but motorists were able to pass. 
Blocked culverts caused Mission Creek to overflow parts of Pioneer Avenue in Cashmere. 
Water flowing over the roadway closed Lost River Road north of Mazama on Saturday, and Okanogan County Public 
Works crews reopened it Sunday. 
The Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest was beginning to assess possible road damage today. A resident reported 
washouts and road closures on Forest Service roads in the upper Twisp River area. 
The sheriff’s office received no reports of flooding from rivers in northwest Chelan County — the Wenatchee, Entiat and 
Stehekin rivers and Icicle Creek, said Kent Sisson, a spokesman for the Chelan County Sheriff’s Office. 
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By Sunday evening, the worst of the storm appeared to have passed in Chelan County, but by this morning it was hitting 
northern Okanogan County. 
Colby Neuman, forecaster with the National Weather Service in Spokane, said Sunday afternoon that meters on Mission 
Ridge measured nearly 3 inches of rain over the last 24 hours. 
A record .84 inches of rain fell at Pangborn Memorial Airport in Wenatchee on Sunday. The prior record for May 15 was 
.08 inches, in 2005, according to the National Weather Service. 
 

World photo/Don Seabrook  
Frosty Hansen shores up Clockum Creek near the Carver home at 
7115 Tarpiskan Road south of Wenatchee on Sunday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The heavy, prolonged rain, together with melting snow, swelled both Colockum Creek and the Stemilt River to flooding. 
A 20-percent chance of showers remains in the forecast today. “It’s pretty much centered over the Columbia Basin right 
now. We’re getting rain from Coeur d’Alene to Omak right now,” National Weather Service Meteorologist Robin Fox said 
this morning. 
She said temperatures will cool and rain will subside after today. But by Thursday, temperatures in Wenatchee will climb 
to the 70s, and another round of rainstorms are forecast. 
“That’s going to cause the snow to melt and the rivers to rise again,” she said. 
Christine Pratt: 665-1173 
pratt@wenatcheeworld.com 
World staff writer K.C. Mehaffey contributed to this report. 
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