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Maple Trees 
Genus: Acer 

Pests and Diseases 
The most serious problem of maple is 

Verticillium wilt.  This disease is particularly 
common on smaller ornamental maples.  It is 
caused by the fungus Verticilium albo-atrum 
and can be serious.  The leaves on affected 
maples may suddenly wilt and die or drop 
during the growing season.  In short, it caus-
es reduced plant beauty, reduced growth or 
death. 

 

Pests include aphids, scale insects and 
caterpillars.  Watch for other fungal diseases 
such as tar spot.  Cankers on branches, heart 
and wood rots can also be caused by fungus.  

 

  

 

For more information 
 visit the Master Gardener  

Diagnostic Clinic 
 May through September 

 Tuesdays 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
  

WSU Extension Office 
901 E 7th Avenue, Suite 2 

Ellensburg, WA 98926 
Phone: (509) 962-7507 

http://www.kittitas.wsu.edu 
www.facebook.com/mgofkittitas 

 
Like us on Facebook 



The incredible beauty of nature is not 
more apparent than through the fall foliage  
of maple trees.  In early to mid October, they 
come alive with rich colors spotted all over 
the landscape; from brilliant orange to      
vibrant red in every shade of yellow.  All   
the maples mentioned in this brochure are 
suitable for Kittitas Valley, (USDA Zone 5). 

 

They are considered a woodland plant 
and grow as either a large tree or as an under-
story tree.  Not only are they valued for their 
ornamentation but also for their shade and 
timber.  

 

Before leaves are abscised, they stop   
producing chlorophyll and lose their green-
ness.  The fall color you see is a combination 
of new pigments made during autumn and 
pigments already present but concealed by 
the dark chlorophyll.  

 

Cultivation 
Cool, moist soil is preferred and shelter 

from strong winds.  For the best fall color, 
grow them in neutral to acid soil.  Prune only 
from late autumn to mid winter.  

 

Fall Foliage Colors 
For scarlet color: Paper-bark (A.           

griseum), Acer x freemanii ‘Autumn Blaze’; 
Fullmoon (A. japonicum); Red maple (A.     
rubrum); Amur maple (A. tartaricum).   

For orange color: Vine maple (A.          
circinatum); Columnaire (A. rubrum); 
‘Temple’s Upright’ (A. saccharum);         
Mountain maple (A. Spicatum).   

For golden color: Hornbeam maple (A. 
carpinifolium); Coliseum (A. cappadocicum); 
Hedge maple (A. campestre); Striped maple (A. 
pensylvanicum).   

 

Popular Maples 
The Japanese maple (A. palmatum) has 

over 300 varieties, ranging in autumn color 
from rich gold to deep blood red.  They are 
more tolerant of warm climates than most   
maples but do need shelter to prevent leaves 
from shriveling and burning.  Their sizes can 
be used as miniature rock garden varieties to 
vigorous small trees for a herbaceous garden.  

 

The Sugar maple (A. saccharum) color 
varies from tree to tree—yellow, orange, 
scarlet or crimson.  Since the wood of the 
Sugar maple takes a polish so beautifully, it 
is valued for its furniture making properties 
as well as its sap for sugar 

 

Unusual Maples 
The Paperback maple (A. griseum), is 

known for its ornamental bark which peels 
off in strips.  It is slow growing and a prime 
garden tree.  The foliage turns orange to red 
in fall.    

 

Acer capilipes, the Snakebark maple    
has green and white striped branches and   
red young shoots.  Not a typical shaped    
maple leaf - broadly ovate with three pointed 
lobes and turns bright red in autumn.  This   
is a difficult species to find and can be      
expensive.  

 

The hedge maple (A. campestre) is used 
in the United Kingdom as hedges to divide 
fields.  They are able to withstand heavy 
pruning and shaping.  The leaves flush with  
a golden yellow.  

 


