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Crabapple 
Genus: Malus 

Upright and Spreading, cont. 
 
M. sargentii ‘Sargent Crabapple’ - fragrant white 
flowers, small red fruit, dark green foliage, growing 
to 10 feet tall 

M. ‘Sugar Tyme’ - soft pink buds followed by white 
flowers, green foliage, bright red fruit, height of 20 
feetM. ‘Snowdrift’ - reddish buds opeing to white 
flowers, orange-red fruit, mid-green leaves, and 
grows to 25 feet 

M. ‘Mary Potter’ - pink flower buds followed by 
single white flowers, red fruit, green foliage, and 
grows to 15 feet tall 

 

Weeping 

The best varieties of the weeping habit include: 
 

M. ‘Lullaby’ - coral pink and white striped flowers 
and orange fruit, height of 6 feet 

M. ‘Sinai Fire’ - white flowers and red fruit, dark 
green foliage, height of 12 feet 

M. zumi calocarpa—soft pink flowers, bright red 
fruit, dark green foliage, height of 25 feet 

 

Low Spreading 

Low spreading trees have a broad,   horizontal 
structure: 
 

M. ‘Molten Lava’ - white flowers and red fruit, dark 
green foliage, height of 15 feet 

M. ‘Ormiston Roy’ - white flowers and yellow-
orange fruit, height of 25 feet 
 

 

For more information 
 visit the Master Gardener  

Diagnostic Clinic 
 May through September 

 Tuesdays 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
  

WSU Extension Office 
901 E 7th Avenue, Suite 2 

Ellensburg, WA 98926 
Phone: (509) 962-7507 

http://www.kittitas.wsu.edu 
www.facebook.com/mgofkittitas 

 
Like us on Facebook 

Whether it be living a country road or adding 
a small tree in a garden, crabapples are a 
good choice for the Kittitas County. In the 
children’s series, Anne of Green Gables, Anne 
Shirley once said of a row of flowering apple 
trees: ‘It’s the first thing I ever saw that 
couldn’t be improved upon by imagination.” 



tend to cause less of a mess.  

Rounded or Mounded 
Rounded trees have dense, compact forms: 
 

M. ‘American Spirit’ - rose-red flowers, red fruit, 
reddish purple foliage, height of 18 feet 

M. ‘Fireburst’ - pink buds opening to white flowers, 
red fruit, dark green foliage, height of 15 feet 

M. ‘Limelight’ - pink buds opening to white flow-
ers, yellowish-green fruit, dark green  foliage, 
height of 16 feet 

M. ‘Snowdrift’ - reddish buds opeing to white flow-
ers, orange-red fruit, mid-green leaves, and grows 
to 25 feet 

M. ‘Mary Potter’ - pink flower buds followed by 
single white flowers, red fruit, green foliage, and 
grows to 15 feet tall 

 

Upright 
Upright trees are tall and narrow: 

 

M. Tshonoskii - white flowers, mid-green  foliage, 
and greenish fruit, growing to 40 feet tall 

M. ‘Ballerina’ - white flowers, bright yellow fruit, 
dark green foliage, height of 15 feet 

M. ‘Dolgo’ - white flowers, green leaves, and red, 
culinary fruit, height of 40 feet 

M. ‘Rudolph’ - rose-red flowers, deep green leaves, 
and oreange-yellow fruit, growing to 22 feet tall 

M. ‘Strathmore’ - dark pink flowers, reddish-purple 
foliage, small, red fruit and grows to 20 feet tall 

 

Upright and Spreading 
Upright and spreading trees are tall with branches 
that open as the tree matures: 

 

M. ‘Indian Magic’ - pink flowers, dark green leaves 
that turn bronze in the fall, orange-red fruit, height 
of 20 feet 

M. ‘Professor Spreger’ - white flowers and  orange 
fruit, bright green foliage, grows to 22 feet tall 

 

Disease Resistance 
They are far more disease resistant than other flower-
ing trees. Their main drawback is their susceptibility to 
scab. Scab is a fungus that causes the tree to lose 
leaves prematurely, although in most cases the tree 
survives. The  varieties ‘Hopa’, ‘Liset’ and ‘Radiance’ 
are especially vulnerable. However, there are more 
varieties that are resistant to the disease than not. A 
list of resistant varieties 
follows: 
M. ‘American Spirit’ 

M. ‘Ballerina’ 

M. ‘Dolgo’ 

M. ‘Fireburst’ 

M. ‘Indian Magic’ 

M. ‘Mary Potter’ 

M. ‘Limelight’ 

M. ‘Lullaby’ 

M. ‘Orminston Roy’ 

M. ‘Professor Sprenger’ 

M. sargentii - ‘Sargent Crabapple’ 

M. ‘Sugar Tyme’ 

M. ‘Sinai Fire’ 

M. ‘Snow Drift’ 

M. ‘Strathmore’ 

M. zumi calocarpa 
 

Maintaining Your Crabapple Trees 
In general, crabapples require little maintenance. A 
drink of water during times of drought and a little feed-
ing every few years are all it takes. Prune in late winter 
or after they flower; remove branches that cross or 
grow vertically (waterspouts). Some varieties send up 
suckers from the root system. These vigorous shoots 
need to be removed during late spring as they can rob 
the tree of vigor.  

 

Types of Crabapples 
Crabapples come in an abundance of varieties, shapes, 
and sizes. Keep in mind that trees with smaller fruit 

Consider Crabapples for the  
Home Garden 
The real signs of spring come with the opening of 
tulips and their kin and the flowering trees with 
their soft billowy clouds of pink, red, and white. 
Fragrant flowers hang from the branches for the 
pollinating insects to take up an invitation for a 
drink of nectar. The blooms are beautiful from start 
to finish even as they shatter and are scattered on 
a spring breeze. Every gardener should consider 
planting spring flowering trees, and crabapples are 
one of the hardiest and most beautiful choices for 
our area.  
Crabapples (Malus) are a good alternative to 
cherries and other fruit trees that are susceptible 
to a wide range of diseases. They have 
unforgettable springtime blossoms and steadfast 
fruits that attract birds and brighten up the drab 
landscape throughout the winter. Plus, they are 
more tolerant to our cold weather climate.  

Caveat! 
Crabapples are a host for coddling moth and apple 
maggots, both of which threaten Kittitas Valley’s 
economy. Homeowners who are not wiling to 
remain vigilant against these pests should not plant 
crabapples. Furthermore, they should remove any 
existing crabapples, whether or not a problem is 
visible. This is not simply a suggestion, it is also the 
law. 


