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 August 5, 2016 

Upcoming MG training class trip to Hope Island  
by Bonnie Day-Orr 

The Master Gardener training class is going to Hope Island on September 9. 
Andrew Kinney will be our trainer giving hands-on pruning advice as the class 
prunes the historical orchard on Hope. The parks department boat will pick us 
up at the boat landing on Totten Shores (more details to follow) and we need to 
let the ranger know how many folks will be participating by August 15. The trip 
is open to all MGs, so if you would like to go let Bonnie, 360-426-2994, or 
Johanna Willingham, 360-427-9670, ext 688, know by August 12.  

Hope Island Marine State Park—Mason County 
Commander Charles Wilkes named Hope Island for one of his crew in 1841. 
Wilkes was engaged in the mission of charting Puget Sound in the mid-1800s. 
The Island is a 106-acre site and part of the 140-mile-long Cascadia Marine 
Watertrail on the Eastern side of Mason County. Reachable only by boat, it is 
covered with Old Growth forests, saltwater marshes, and a 1.5-mile-long beach. 
Activities include hiking through 2 miles of trails, fishing, clamming, beach 
combing, bird watching, and sea kayaking. There is limited primitive camping on 
the island in addition to marine camping offshore. No water is available, but 
there are two vault toilets. 

       

      

Aug 6--------- Farmer’s Market Clinic—Terry Conley 
(am) and Zach Smith (pm) 

Aug 8--------- Master Gardener Foundation Meeting, 
10:15 am, Shelton Library 

Aug 8--------- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 
Extension office—Doris Zacher and John Skans 

Aug 11 ------- Catalyst Garden Meeting, 3 pm (Note: 
August 11 and September 8 meetings will be 
held at the Shelton Firehouse) 

Aug 13 ------- Farmer’s Market Clinic—Zach Smith 
(all day) 

Aug 15 ------- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 
Extension office—Jinx Cromwell 

Aug 20 ------- Farmer’s Market Clinic—volunteers 
needed (contact Pat Carpenter (360) 426-9845 
or patandlexi@gmail.com) 

Aug 27 ------- Farmer’s Market Clinic—volunteers 
needed (contact Pat Carpenter (360) 426-9845 
or patandlexi@gmail.com) 
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10 great gardening websites… 
from www.treehugger.com/lawn-garden/10-great-gardening-websites.html 

The Internet is chock-full of websites about gardening that you can turn to if 
you’re looking for garden inspiration or a solution to a problem you’re having 
with your plants. Unfortunately, the search engine results can be gamed and the 
best gardening websites aren’t always at the top of search results. Here are 10 
great gardening websites, in no particular order, that you can turn to when 
looking for knowledgeable gardening information. 

1. Kitchen Gardeners International (http://kgi.org/)—An online community for 
people who love food that’s seeking to empower them to practice self-reliance 
through the advancement of kitchen gardens, and sustainable food systems. 

2. Chiot’s Run (http://chiotsrun.com/)—Chiot’s Run, named after the family’s 
dog, is a garden journal of a small organic garden in northeastern Ohio. Big, 
beautiful pictures about everything the gardener grows, from succulents to 
vegetables and herbs. 

3. Royal Horticultural Society (www.rhs.org.uk/)—This well-known society is 
the UK’s leading gardening charity whose purpose is to promote horticulture 
and gardening.  

4. You Grow Girl (http://yougrowgirl.com/)—Before garden blogs were even a 
thing, author Gayla Trail blogged about her gardening pursuits. You'll find 
unusual plants, recipes, beautiful pictures, and gardening tips. 

5. Skippy’s Vegetable Garden (http://carletongarden.blogspot.com/)—Another 
garden blog named after a dog. This one features a small vegetable garden near 
Boston that always amazes me. It goes to show you that no matter the size of 
your yard you can grow a vegetable garden. 

6. Mustard Plaster (http://mustardplaster.blogspot.com/)—Mustard Plaster is 
better described as a museum of gardening curiosities with even stranger 
harvests of root crops, tomatoes and peppers from the blogger’s south east 
London garden. 

7. Plants are the Strangest People (http://plantsarethestrangestpeople.
blogspot.com/)—A humorously written blog about houseplants, their selection 
and care. This site chronicles the houseplant collection (with lots of detail) of 
one obsessive houseplant grower in Iowa. 

8. Bifurcated Carrots (https://bifurcatedcarrots.eu/about/)—An American 
couple living in the Netherlands chronicles their vegetable garden. This is a blog 
for serious seed reading, politics that affect food systems, and discovering 
heirlooms. 

9. Extension (https://extension.org/)—Managed and maintained by the 
University of Illinois, Extension offers knowledge-based information on various 
topics by a collection of knowledgeable experts from a network of American 
universities. You'll find information on any garden-related topic you’re 
interested in. 

10. Tiny Farm Blog (http://tinyfarmblog.com/)—A daily photo journal of an 
organic micro-farm. If you’ve ever dreamt of dropping out and starting a small 
farm with zero knowledge of farming, Tiny Farm Blog will enable that dream of 
yours. 

Friday Fresh is a weekly publication of the 
Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County. 
It is currently produced by John and Dorothy 
Skans. Provide articles, event dates, questions, 
and comments to jskans@gmail.com by 8 am 
each Thursday. 

Find us and like us on Facebook: Mason 
County WSU Master Gardeners 

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University, 
US Department of Agriculture, and Mason County. 
Extension Programs and employment are available 
to all without discrimination. Evidence of noncom-
pliance may be reported through your local 
Extension Office. 

Resources of interest 

www.pnwplants.wsu.edu/CommonNames.aspx 
WSU Clark County Extension offers a 
searchable database of Northwest plants 

www.burkemuseum.org/research-and-
collections/botany-and-herbarium 
Sponsored by the University of Washington 
Herbarium, use the online ID key to identify 
your plant/fungi/lichen/algae 

http://lewiscountyrecycles.org/yahoo_site_admi
n/assets/docs/ColdFrameHowTo.109151126
.pdf 
Instructional pdf for creating a plastic bottle 
cold frame from Lewis County WSU Master 
Recycler Composters 

http://whatcom.wsu.edu/ag/compost/pdfs/rainb
arrels.pdf 
Build Your Own Rain Barrel, a pdf from WSU 
Whatcom County Master Composter/
Recyclers 

Save these dates… 
… on your personal calendar now!  

 Contact Lisa Henderson (360) 229-4031 for 
details on tours. She will be sending information 
via email as events approach. 

Aug 12 ------ tour of Heronswood Garden, Kingston. 
“Heronswood is a botanical garden of 
unparalleled beauty, even amongst the lust 
landscapes of the Pacific Northwest.” 

Aug 25 ------ tour of The Brothers Greenhouse, Port 
Orchard. Sam, Brothers tomato expert, has 
invited us to tour the propagation greenhouse 
and nursery. 

 Existing master gardeners are encouraged to 
support our trainees. Plus, you can refresh your 
knowledge along with them. 

Aug 5 -------- Master Gardner Training, Public 
Works Office. Presentations: Mary Dessel, 
Masters in Forest Resources, on Entomology; 
Erika Bates, WSU Water Quality Specialist, on 
Water Quality. 

Sept 2 ------- Master Gardner Training, Public 
Works Office. Presentations: Native plants, 
seeds, plant propagation. 
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