
 

 

 

Delivering the freshest news and updates for Mason County WSU Master Gardeners 

 December 1, 2017 

Change to calendar 
Plant Sale Seed Selection meeting 
Tuesday, December 5, 10 am, Shelton Timberland Library  
(contact: Lisa Henderson, 360.229.4031, lshend@hotmail.com) 

As the year wraps up 
by Jeannine Polaski, MG Program Coordinator, jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu 

As things get busy at home with holiday preparations, thankfully things are 
slowing down (for the moment) for the Master Gardener program. The training 
class in on a break and clinic has wrapped up for the year. Clinic will resume on 
January 22 (the 15th is a holiday). Thanks to all of the Master Gardeners who 
volunteered for clinic this year! As a reminder, beginning in 2018, all Master 
Gardeners must complete 3 hours of clinic to remain certified. To refresh 
memories and assuage any fears, we will be going over the clinic “how to’s” at 
the January Foundation meeting. 

Looking forward to our annual holiday lunch meeting where we are always 
treated to the best potluck food around, great company, and wonderful 
shopping opportunities! Remember that the shopping money raised goes to the 
Saints Pantry Backpack Program to help feed students in need. Please bring a 
dish, an item for the sale, and join in the fun on Monday, December 11, 10 am 
(meeting starts at 10:15), at the PUD building on John’s Prairie!  

New to calendar 
Plant Sale Site Setup Team meeting 
contact: Bonnie Day, bcdayorr@gmail.com 

The team is responsible for the park layout, ensuring plant sale parameters are 
set, setting up tables, etc. Anyone interested in being a part of this team is 
welcome to attend.  

  

www.facebook.com/masoncountymastergardeners/ 

Jeannine Polaski, MG Program Coordinator 

Office Hours: Monday, 10 am to 2 pm 

Thursday, 10 am to 2 pm 
Contact Info: 360.427.9670, Ext 688 

 jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu 

 

2017 MG volunteer hours to date:  

 4,349 hours from 38 volunteers 

http://ext.wsu.edu/volunteers/logon.aspx 

Dec 1 -------- Greenhouse Committee meeting, 10 am, 

Jack Smith’s 

Dec 4 -------- MGFMC Board meeting, 10 am, 

Extension Office 

Dec 4 -------- Education Committee meeting, 1 pm, 

Extension Office 

Dec 5 -------- Plant Sale Seed Selection, 10 am, 

Shelton Timberland Library 

Dec 7 -------- Plant Sale Site Setup Team meeting, 

11 am, Extension Office 

Dec 7 -------- 2018 Plant Sale meeting, 1 to 3 pm, 

Shelton Timberland Library 

Dec 11 ------ MGFMC Foundation meeting—Holiday 

Potluck/Craft Fair, 10 am until done, PUD 3 

Jan ? -------- Executive Board Meeting (TBD because 

of holiday) 

Jan 8 -------- Foundation Meeting, 10:15 am, Shelton 

Timberland Library 

Jan 20 ------ Through the Garden Gate, 9 am to noon, 

Public Works Building 

MGFMC CONTACTS 

President—Pat Carpenter 

360.426.9845, patandlexi@gmail.com 

Publicity—Dorothy Skans 

360.462.6088, dskans@gmail.com 
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Finishing up projects at Catalyst Park 
by Bonnie Day 

Despite the weather forecasters being wrong (it rained), several of us were at 
Catalyst on Tuesday finishing up some projects before it really gets cold. Collin 
Orr and Jack Smith finished refurbishing the raised beds that had rotten boards. 
The new beds look great and will be ready for the Community Gardeners in the 
spring. We plan to have the applications for bed rental out by the end of 
January and will have several open beds available for anyone interested. Nancy 
Dillon has installed several rain barrels at the garden and today finished putting 
up the necessary gutters with the help of ladder and gutter holders. Erika 
Stewart raked leaves and built some beds for herbs in the Learning Garden. 
Sharon B and Kitty Lundeen-Ness hauled wheelbarrows of compost and straw to 
complete the vegetable beds that we did not get to at the work party and 
Sharon worked to get the weeds out of the orchard area. We also got the sheds 
cleaned out and organized. We still have some work to do and are hoping to get 
a dry day to work in the near future. Even though we got wet and muddy, it 
really felt good to be outside doing a little gardening.  

Annual MG Foundation celebration 
When: December 11, 10 am until done 
Where: PUD3 Skookum Room, 2601 E Johns Prairie Rd 
Why: Final 2017 meeting, election/installation of officers, holiday celebration 

Our December Foundation Meeting is a holiday celebration with a short 
meeting, a potluck lunch, and tables filled with baked goods and holiday craft 
items. During the meeting, new officers will be elected and the 2018 budget 
approved. We ask Master Gardeners to bring a few “crafty homemade” items 
for our Arts and Crafts table as well as a food item for the potluck. Coffee/tea/
lemon water, plates, cups, silverware, napkins, and decorations will be 
provided. Please feel free to bring your spouse or other family members. The 
more the merrier and let’s celebrate another wonderful year of gardening! 

[See November 17 Friday Fresh for additional details.] 

Twelve Holiday Plants—Poisonous and Safe 
https://dengarden.com/gardening/Christmas-Plants-Safe-and-Poisonous 

The Joy of Traditional Christmas Plants 
Christmas is a fun festival for many people and is 
often a very meaningful celebration as well. Family or 
personal traditions are especially popular at this time 
of year. Bringing special plants into the home and 
admiring their flowers, fruits, or leaves is often one 
of these traditions. 

Unfortunately, several popular Christmas or holiday plants are poisonous for 
humans and animals. This probably won't be a problem for adults or older 
children, who aren't likely to eat any part of a toxic plant and are probably 
prepared to wear gloves if necessary when handling the plant. It may very well 
be a problem for young children or pets, however. Luckily, there are some non-
toxic plants that are an enjoyable addition to a home at Christmas time. 

[Click on the link above to see the remainder of this article.] 

Cooperating agencies: Washington State Univer-
sity, US Department of Agriculture, and Mason 
County. Extension Programs and employment are 
available to all without discrimination. Evidence of 
noncompliance may be reported through your 
local Extension Office. 

Friday Fresh is a weekly publication of the 
Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County. 
It is currently produced by John and Dorothy 
Skans. Provide articles, event dates, questions, 
and comments to jskans@gmail.com by 8 am 
each Thursday. 

You can access archived Friday Fresh issues at 
http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-
gardener/master-gardener/8 

Find us and like us on Facebook: Mason 
County WSU Master Gardeners 

Catalyst Park Wrapup—Erika and Nancy 
trying to separate some gutter parts; Collin 
and Jack fixing the raised beds, Kitty and 
Sharon doing some weeding; newly 
refurbished beds ready for spring planting. 
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Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County 

MCMG Calendar 

Dec 1 Greenhouse Committee meeting, 10 am, Jack Smith’s 

Dec 4 MGFMC Board meeting, 10 am, Extension Office 

Dec 4 Education Committee meeting, 1 pm, Extension Office 

Dec 5 Plant Sale Seed Selection, 10 am, Shelton Timberland Library 

Dec 7 Plant Sale Site Setup Team meeting, 11 am, Extension Office 

Dec 7 2018 Plant Sale meeting, 1 to 3 pm, Shelton Timberland Library 

Dec 11 MGFMC Foundation Meeting (2018 elections)—Holiday Potluck/Craft Fair, 10 am until done, PUD 3 

Jan ? Executive Board Meeting (TBD because of holiday) 

Jan 8 Foundation Meeting, 10:15 am, Shelton Timberland Library 

Jan 20 Through the Garden Gate, 9 am to noon, Public Works Building 

 

 

Through the Garden Gate 
Location: Public Works facility, 100 W Public Works Drive (at the corner of US 101 and SR 102/ W Dayton Airport Road) 
Time: 9 am to noon 
Cost: $5 (Jan 20, Feb 3, Mar 3, Mar 17, Mar 31) and $20 (Feb 10—for those planning to build a Bug Hotel) 

Jan 20 (1) Extend your growing season by building inexpensive cold frames, hot frames, and hoop greenhouses.  
(2) Discover how to utilize your greenhouse through all of the seasons.  
(3) Learn how to build a simple hydroponics system for vegetable gardening. 

Feb 3 (1) Best growing and pruning strategies for blueberries.  
(2) Best growing, pruning, and trellising strategies for kiwi, raspberries, and grapes. 

Feb 10 (1) Attracting pollinators to your home garden.  
(2) Hands on activity: Build a “Bug Hotel” to encourage beneficial insects to your garden. 

Mar 3 (1) Benefits of using native plants in home landscaping.  
(2) Growing ornamental grasses in your home landscape.  
(3) Attracting native birds through landscaping. 

Mar 17 (1) Vegetable Gardening: 101.  
(2) Enjoying a bountiful harvest through succession planting.  
(3) Growing and caring for rhododendrons in the Pacific Northwest garden. 

Mar 31 (1) Effective use of fertilizer in the home garden.  
(2) Learn basic composting skills.  
(3) Landscaping for 4 seasons of interest and garden function. 

 


