
 

 

 

Delivering the freshest news and updates for Mason County WSU Master Gardeners 

 May 26, 2017 
Are we done yet? NO! 
by Norma Kirmmse-Borden, yardeners@yahoo.com, 360.426.1051 

What is the Garden Tour? The next big Master Gardener event is our fabulous 
annual Garden Tour on Saturday, July 8, located in the Allyn/Belfair area this 
year. The Garden Tour Committee has been hard at work since last October. 
Jeanne Kinney, Brooke Fuller, and I have lined up five gorgeous private gardens 
and two wonderful community gardens. Kim Wheeler and Carol Murray are 
creating a beautiful tour booklet/ticket, the publicity crew is working hard, 
signage is being crafted, and a terrific potluck is being planned. But, wait…we 
need—You! No garden tour is complete without DOCENTS! 

How to be a Docent? All you need is friendliness, energy, and a love of gardens 
and gardening. This is really fun to do with an MG friend! To sign up, just 
contact me. There are morning and afternoon shifts, each 3-¼ hours long. You’ll 
still have lots of time to see the gardens! So, please volunteer—we need several 
extra docents this year. 

What’s in it for you? Free Tour Ticket ($12 value) and an invite to the Victory 
Dinner Potluck at The Salmon Center (check it out at http://pnwsalmon
center.org/ and at www.facebook.com/FarmWatersEdge/). 

MGs of the Month for April—Doris and Gerry 
Zacher 
by Lou Schmidt 

Congratulation to Doris and Gerry Zacher for their combined efforts for the 
Master Gardeners for April 2017 (Gerry, being a Foundation Member). Gerry’s 
knowledge and hard work enabled the power switch to be turned on at Catalyst 
Park. Thank you so much for seeing a long-time goal reached! 

Doris is being acknowledged for her ongoing work in the group. In particular, for 
allowing our multitude of miscellaneous items to be stored in the old barn on 
their property. (Especially the never ending supply of pots we constantly need!) 
Also for her ongoing willingness to take on a variety of jobs. 

Doris was born in Texas to an Air Force family. She and Gerry settled in Tacoma 
and lived there for 30 years raising two daughters before moving to Spencer 
lake nine years ago. She has always been interested in gardening and took the 
MG course a few years ago, as there is always something new to be learned! 
They now have fruit trees, lots of berries, and some veggies. They also have five 
grandsons, ages 9 to 18. Gerry grew up with some farm knowledge and was co-
owner of an electrical contractor business for 30 years. He now can be found 
doing jobs at home—all but the weeding! 

Thanks, you two, and enjoy the limelight—but keep up the good work! 

May 27 ----- Farmers’ Market Clinic, Bonnie Day-Orr 
(am); Sybil Jones (pm) 

May 30 ----- (TUESDAY) Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 
3 pm, Extension Office— VOLUNTEER NEEDED (VN) 

May 31 ----- 2017 Garden Tour Committee Meeting, 
5:30 pm, at Jeanne Kinney’s (6511 SE Arcadia Rd) 

Jun 3 -------- Farmers’ Market Clinic, VN (am); VN (pm) 

Jun 5 -------- MGFMC Board Meeting, 10 am,  
Extension Office 

Jun 5 -------- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 
Extension Office— VN 

Jun 9 -------- 2017 Plant Sale Festival Debrief and 
Potluck, 5 pm, Memorial Hall 

Jun 10 ------ Farmers’ Market Clinic, VN (am); VN (pm) 

Jun 10 ------ Community Garden Saturday Workshop, 
10 am to noon, Catalyst Gardens (see page 2) 

Jun 12  ----- MGFMC Foundation Meeting, 10:15 am, 
Shelton Timberland Library 

Jun 12 ------ Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 
Extension Office— VN 

Jun 17 ------ Farmers’ Market Clinic, VN (am); VN (pm) 

Jun 19 ------ Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 
Extension Office— VN 

Jun 24 ------ Farmers’ Market Clinic, VN (am); VN (pm) 

Jun 26 ------ Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 
Extension Office— VN 

Jul 1 --------- Farmers’ Market Clinic, VN (am); VN (pm) 

Jul 8 --------- 2017 Garden Tour, 10 am to 4 pm, North 
Mason County gardens 

 

www.facebook.com/masoncountymastergardeners/ 

Jeannine Polaski, MG Program Coordinator 

Office Hours: Wednesday, 10:00 am to noon 

Friday in Wenatchee 
Contact Info: 360.427.9670, Ext 688 

 jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu 

 

2017 MG volunteer hours to date:  

 1,590 hours from 30 volunteers 
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Extension Office has gardens too 
by Jeannine Polaski, MG Program Coordinator, jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu 

The Extension Office beds are looking better thanks to the work of Nancy Dillon 
and Brooke Fuller! It was a beautiful day to be working outside, and we got 
quite a bit done. The gardens still need some work, though, so please join us 
next Wednesday at 10:00! We work for an hour or two and will continue to 
schedule work parties until we get them in good shape.  

Clinic…not as scary as it seems! Please sign up for a clinic session either at the 
Farmer’s Market or in the Office. It is starting to get busy and we need you! 
Remember that you don’t need to have the answers at the top of your head. 
You can take the information and then do the research. It is a wonderful way to 
both meet fellow gardeners in the community and to learn new things. 

Next week I will be in the office on Wednesday from 10:00 until noon. On 
Friday, I will be in Wenatchee at a Master Gardener Program Coordinator’s 
meeting. Looking forward to learning new things to pass on to the group!  

Catalyst 
by Bonnie Day-Orr 

It’s always an exciting day when we get our first harvest of the year at Catalyst—
46 pounds of radishes, arugula, and lettuce. Next week we are planting 
pumpkins, cucumbers, and squash for a summer and fall harvest. We also have 
beautiful poppies in full bloom in our perennial bed. 

Botanical Emporium leftovers 
by Dorothy Skans, dskans@gmail.com 

There were quite a few items left over from the Plant Sale garden store that 
were just too good to give away. I’ll be bringing items with me to the next 
Foundation meeting. At least 11 of the remaining books were put into the 
Extension Office library and the rest are listed at the end of this Friday Fresh. I 
also have five begonias that were potted after the sale. Let me know if you want 
anything (email reservations accepted). Remember, we can still be adding 
money to the Plant Sale coffers—most volunteers were too busy to come to the 
store during the sale, so here’s your last chance. 

Views from Catalyst 
photos: Bonnie Day-Orr 

 

 

MGFMC CONTACTS 

President—Pat Carpenter 

360.426.9845, patandlexi@gmail.com 

2017 Garden Tour—Jeanne Kinney 

360.427.5690, kinneyj548@comcast.net 

MG Clinic Volunteers— Pat Carpenter 

360.426.9845, patandlexi@gmail.com 

Plant Sale Festival Celebratory Potluck 
Friday, June 9  5:00 pm  Memorial Hall 

Reminder: Community Garden Saturday Workshop 
June 10, 10 am to noon, at Catalyst 

topics:   

Thinning, low water use, mulching (Bonnie Day-Orr)  
and worm culture (Evon Masteller) 

 This nest of birdies is situated right outside 
of the Day-Orr kitchen door. They look like 
they are just about ready for their first flight. 
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Two free workshops in June 
from Mary Shane, Publicity Committee Chair, Master Gardener Foundation of Grays 
Harbor and Pacific Counties, meshane@comcast.net 

The WSU Master Gardeners of Grays Harbor and Pacific Counties will be offering 
two free workshops in June. The first is June 3 and is the final program in the 
First Saturday workshop series. The topic will be “Practical Tips for Gardening,” 
which will cover a variety of topics that Master Gardeners have been asked 
about over the past year. From composting and deadheading to tool mainte-
nance and assessing soil quality from the weeds that grow, they will be 
answering many of the burning questions that have come from local gardeners. 

This two-hour workshop begins promptly at 10 am at the WSU Extension Office 
at the Elma Fairgrounds; a plant clinic will immediately follow. If you have any 
questions, contact Cindy Burton at cindyaburton@comcast.net. 

The second workshop is also the final program in the Master Gardening series at 
the Hoquiam Timberland Library. On Saturday, June 17, starting at noon, Master 
Gardeners will be talking about “The Art of Pruning.” Good pruning is one of the 
keys to a happy and healthy plant. After an explanation of basic pruning skills, 
Master Gardeners will lead a demonstration outside.  

This program will run for 1.5 hours; be sure to dress for the weather. If you have 
any questions, contact the Hoquiam Timberland Library at 360.532.1710. 

For more information about the WSU Master Gardener program and future 
events, visit pnwmg.org. 

Planting, Growing, Caring for Poppies 
www.waysidegardens.com/wg-growing-poppies/a/336/ 

The Poppy family includes many species of vibrantly colorful wildflowers that 
are a favorite of perennial gardeners. The flowers are attractive to pollinators 
like honey bees, butterflies and hummingbirds. They usually grow to at least 
over a foot tall and have one bloom per stem in colors covering the entire color 
wheel from red to blue. 

Most poppies are hardy beyond USDA zone 4. They are fairly drought tolerant, 
usually preferring well-drained soil and light waterings. 

Poppies from Seed 
 Sow outdoors in the fall or winter. Most poppies require a period of stratifi-

cation, or a period of exposure to cold, before they will germinate. 
 Due to their tiny size, the seeds just need to be sprinkled along the surface 

when sowing out doors. 
 After the seedlings start to sprout in the spring, you may wish to separate 

the ones that are growing too close to 6 inches to 1 foot apart. 

Planting Bare-root or Transplanting Potted Poppies 
 You will plant your poppy plant in the summer, just before it blooms. 

Choose a spot in full sun with well-draining soil. 
 Dig a hole a few inches bigger than the root-ball of your plant on all sides—

this will loosen the soil around your plant, allowing it to spread its roots and 
grow more easily…. 

[Click on link above for remainder of the article.]

Cooperating agencies: Washington State Univer-
sity, US Department of Agriculture, and Mason 
County. Extension Programs and employment are 
available to all without discrimination. Evidence of 
noncompliance may be reported through your 
local Extension Office. 

Friday Fresh is a weekly publication of the 
Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County. 
It is currently produced by John and Dorothy 
Skans. Provide articles, event dates, questions, 
and comments to jskans@gmail.com by 8 am 
each Thursday. 

You can access archived Friday Fresh issues at 
http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-
gardener/master-gardener/8 

Find us and like us on Facebook: Mason 
County WSU Master Gardeners 

What’s coming? 
Jun 3 -------- First Saturday class from MGs of 

Grays Harbor/Pacific Counties, “Tips for Practical 
Gardening,” 10 am to noon, Elma Fairgrounds: 
http://pnwmg.org/event/tips-for-practical-gardening-
elma/  
 

Jun 8 -------- SW Washington MG District Meeting, 

10 am to 1 pm, Lewis County Administration 
Building, downstairs meeting room 
 

Jun 17 ------ MGs of Grays Harbor/Pacific Counties, 

“The Art of Pruning,” Noon, Hoquiam Timberland 
Library (see article at left)  
 

Jun 24 ------ Pierce County Master Gardeners 

Summer Gardening Workshop (see May 5 Friday 
Fresh) 
 

Jul 10-14 -- 2017 International Master Gardener 

Conference, Oregon Convention Center, Portland 
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/2017imgc/home-page/ 
 

Sep 20-23 - WSU Master Gardener Advanced-

Education Conference, Yakima Convention Center, 
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fH3TEX8a88o  
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