
 

 

 

Delivering the freshest news and updates for Mason County WSU Master Gardeners 

 June 30, 2017 
Garden Tour count down 
by Dorothy Skans 

A week to go 
Check out Mason County Life for the full page article on the Garden Tour. 
Tickets will start flying now! Thanks to Karen G for the ongoing, intensive 
publicity—lots of hard work on her part and lots of great coverage! 

Thanks also go to our ticket sellers: Brilliant Moon and Lynch Creek Floral 
(Shelton), Blue Heron Bakery (Olympia), Windermere Peninsula Properties 
(Allyn), The Buck Shop (Belfair), and The Brothers Greenhouses (Port Orchard). 
Pass the word to friends and family to pick up their tickets now. 

Garden teasers 
 A sculptural Japanese maple enrobed in soft green moss; a rich 

layered tapestry of reds and greens, including a rare red Harry Lauder’s walking 
stick; vegetable garden; boxwood rooster, hen, and chick; groundcovers galore. 

 Pure bamboo ecstasy; pond, roses, ferns, and glass artwork; nature 
trail winding through the 60-year-in-the-making, gasp-worthy bamboo grove 
with species from around the world. 

 Front yard berm with Japanese maples, dogwood, weeping fir; 
simple bowl water pond with reeds under a lace leaf maple; wisteria-draped 
arbor and spectacular Acer griseum. 

 Wee fairy garden greeting visitors; 50 kinds of ornamental grasses; 
topiary critters; mountain stream and pond; curly willow, black Sambucus, 
green and white sedge, viburnum leatherleaf, and a myriad of sedums. 

 Monumental concrete rock work creating a pond with cascading 
fountain; Sambucus, lilies, sea thrift; blue hosta Krossa Regal amid lime creeping 
jenny; Strawberries & Cream and Oakleaf hydrangeas. 

 Church community garden, including several beds dedicated to the 
local food bank; fruits, vegetables, herbs, and flowers; a paver labyrinth with 
niches tucked in the trees; ample seating with umbrella shade for relaxing. 

 Organic U-pick garden with fruits and veggies; animals—alpaca, 
llama, sheep, chickens, ducks, goats, bunnies; a walking trail along the estuary; 
community gardens to support the local elementary school. 

What a lovely array of gardens to share—four in Allyn, two at Tiger Lake in 
Belfair, with the Salmon Center in between. As you travel between gardens, be 
sure to look up and take in the vista. Rich green forested land across new 
growth to distant woodlands. We live in an extraordinarily beautiful county! 

www.facebook.com/masoncountymastergardeners/ 

Jeannine Polaski, MG Program Coordinator 

Office Hours: Thursday, 10 am to 2 pm 

Friday, 10 am to 2 pm 
Contact Info: 360.427.9670, Ext 688 

 jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu 

 

2017 MG volunteer hours to date:  

 1,881 hours from 30 volunteers 

 http://ext.wsu.edu/volunteers/logon.aspx 

Jun 30 ------ Catalyst Greenhouse Steering Committee 
meeting, 10 am at Catalyst 

Jul 1 -------- Farmers’ Market Clinic, Zack Smith 
(am/pm) 

Jul 3 -------- MGFMC Board Meeting, 10 am,  
Extension Office 

Jul 3 -------- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 
Extension Office— VOLUNTEER NEEDED (VN) 

Jul 8 -------- 2017 Garden Tour, 10 am to 4 pm, North 
Mason County gardens (Dinner @ 5 pm) 

Jul 10  ------ MGFMC Foundation Meeting, 10:15 am, 
Shelton Timberland Library  

Jul 10 ------- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 
Extension Office—Kitty Lundeen-Ness 

Jul 15 ------- Farmers’ Market Clinic, Nancy Dillon (am); 
VN (pm) 

Jul 17 ------- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 
Extension Office—CL Nichols, Lisa Henderson 

Jul 18 ------- Catalyst Garden Steering Committee 
meeting, 11:30 am, at Catalyst 

Jul 22 ------- Farmers’ Market Clinic, Bonnie Day (am); 
Beatrix Blackerby (pm) 

Jul 24 ------- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 
Extension Office—John Skans 

Jul 29 ------- Farmers’ Market Clinic, VN (am); VN (pm) 

Jul 31 ------- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 
Extension Office—Doris Zacher 

Aug 16 ----- Catalyst Garden Steering Committee 
meeting, 3 pm, at Sharon Bryant’s home (1850 E 
South Island Dr) 

 

http://www.facebook.com/masoncountymastergardeners/
mailto:jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu
http://ext.wsu.edu/volunteers/logon.aspx
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Picnic in the Park 
by Sharon Bryant 

Tuesday, June 27, Catalyst workers hosted a luncheon for members of the 
Shelton Kiwanis group. Many years ago, Shelton Kiwanis was instrumental in the 
decision to lease Catalyst Park to the Mason County Master Gardeners. Their 
support throughout the years has continued to help us by contributing funds 
that go toward the production of vegetables we grow for Saints Pantry Food 
Bank. This past week, for instance, we were able to harvest 67.5 pounds of 
greens, lettuce, and turnips that Evon Masteller then delivered to Saints Pantry 
for distribution. 

In addition to assisting Catalyst Community Garden, the Kiwanis also contribute 
funds to a variety of projects, including scholarships for graduating seniors, 
Missoula Children’s Theatre, youth soccer, and cub scouts. Their big annual 
fundraiser—“Pancakes in the Park”—at Kneeland Park is coming up July 30. As 
you can see, the Kiwanis are a busy group and we were honored that they took 
the time to visit the garden and relax with us. Thank you Kiwanis for all you do! 

News from the office 
by Jeannine Polaski, MG Program Coordinator, jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu 

Things have been very busy in the office! Getting ready and looking forward to 
the upcoming Garden Tour. Given the bamboo gardens included this year, 
please take a look at the following information on bamboo, which will provide a 
brief overview in case questions come up from our guests. 
http://www.clemson.edu/extension/hgic/pests/weeds/hgic2320.html 

A new training session has been planned and a letter will be posted on the 
website next week. Something new this year is that we will require new trainees 
to attend orientation sessions prior to beginning the course. The orientation 
sessions are currently scheduled for late August and early September. What can 
you do to help? Let interested people know that the class is coming up and also 
be thinking about being a mentor for a new trainee. More information will be 
forthcoming next week ahead of the Garden Tour. 

Pat Carpenter has graciously volunteered to do some revision to the Clinic 
Forms to be in alignment with the State forms. Thank you Pat and more to 
follow! 

Have a wonderful Independence Day Holiday! 

Progressive garden tours 
by Dorothy Skans, dskans@gmail.com 

Beginning in mid-July, I’ll be scheduling “in-house” garden tour events. The plan 
is to start visiting each others’ gardens to ooh and aah, share tips and ideas (and 
maybe even plants), and to have fun together during the growing season. 
Events will be scheduled on a Saturday or Sunday with 2 to 3 gardens close to 
each other. There will be noshes at one or all of the gardens depending on the 
plans put together by each event’s participating gardeners. I’ll be creating a map 
of garden locations to see proximities. Then, I’ll be contacting each MG. If you 
don’t hear from me in the next few weeks and want to participate, please let 
me know.  

July 10 Foundation meeting guest 
speakers 

Kevin Schmelzlen and Sarah 
Sedgwick from the Mason 
County Conservation District 

Shelton Kiwanis picnic at Catalyst 
photos: Sharon Bryant 

mailto:jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu
http://www.clemson.edu/extension/hgic/pests/weeds/hgic2320.html
mailto:dskans@gmail.com
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Photos from the Gig Harbor garden tour 
photos: Sharon Bryant 

  

 

2017 FREE composting workshops 
http://www.mgftc.org/2017/04/2017-free-composting-
workshops/ 

Presented by certified Master Recycler Composter 
volunteers of Thurston County. No pre-registration 
needed. For directions and more information visit 
http://thurston.wsu.edu (click on the “Master Recycler 
Composter” heading on the home page) or call 360-867-2163. 

 7/20—Olympia Farmers Market—Worm and Yard Waste Composting in 
Small Spaces, 10 am 

 8/12—Dirt Works Garden—Yard and Food Waste Composting, 10 am 

 9/9—Closed Loop Park Garden—Worm Composting, 10 am 

 10/14—Dirt Works Garden—Preparing for Winter, Worm and Yard Waste 
Composting, 10 am 

Dirt, rolly-pollies... 
https://news.wsu.edu/2017/06/28/garden-in-a-box/ 

Worms and rolly-pollies work great at getting kids 
interested in gardening, and digging for these critters 
in a box of dirt is a big hit. 

That’s one lesson the Spokane County Master Gardeners have learned over the 
past 11 years of their Garden in a Box program, which will receive the 
International Search for Excellence Award at the International Master 
Gardeners conference in July. 

The program, designed by Spokane County Master Gardeners, sends volunteers 
to elementary after-school programs throughout Spokane Public Schools to 
teach kids about gardening and raising plants. 

[Click on the link above to read the remainder of this great article.] 

Cooperating agencies: Washington State Univer-
sity, US Department of Agriculture, and Mason 
County. Extension Programs and employment are 
available to all without discrimination. Evidence of 
noncompliance may be reported through your 
local Extension Office. 

Friday Fresh is a weekly publication of the 
Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County. 
It is currently produced by John and Dorothy 
Skans. Provide articles, event dates, questions, 
and comments to jskans@gmail.com by 8 am 
each Thursday. 

You can access archived Friday Fresh issues at 
http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-
gardener/master-gardener/8 

Find us and like us on Facebook: Mason 
County WSU Master Gardeners 

What’s coming? 
Jul 10-14 -- 2017 International Master Gardener 

Conference, Oregon Convention Center, Portland 
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/2017imgc/home-page/ 
 

Jul 15 ------- Visions of Paradise, MGs of Grays 

Harbor and Pacific Counties Garden Tour, 10 am 
to 4 pm (see flyer following this Friday Fresh) 
 

Sep 20-23 - WSU Master Gardener Advanced-

Education Conference, Yakima Convention Center, 
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fH3TEX8a88o  
 

Oct 12 ------- SW Washington MG District Meeting, 

10 am to 1 pm, Lewis County Administration 
Building, downstairs meeting room 
 

 
MGFMC CONTACTS 

President—Pat Carpenter 

360.426.9845, patandlexi@gmail.com 

2017 Garden Tour—Jeanne Kinney 

360.427.5690, kinneyj548@comcast.net 

MG Clinic Volunteers— Pat Carpenter 

360.426.9845, patandlexi@gmail.com 

Brooke Fuller on Gig Harbor tour 

http://www.mgftc.org/2017/04/2017-free-composting-workshops/
http://www.mgftc.org/2017/04/2017-free-composting-workshops/
http://thurston.wsu.edu/
https://news.wsu.edu/2017/06/28/garden-in-a-box/
mailto:jskans@gmail.com
http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-gardener/master-gardener/8
http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-gardener/master-gardener/8
https://www.facebook.com/Mason-County-WSU-Master-Gardeners-191488234215347/
http://blogs.oregonstate.edu/2017imgc/home-page/
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fH3TEX8a88o
mailto:patandlexi@gmail.com
mailto:kinneyj548@comcast.net
mailto:patandlexi@gmail.com
http://www.mgftc.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/1172318_668314246514473_2137442516_o.jpg
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