
 

 

 

Delivering the freshest news and updates for Mason County WSU Master Gardeners 

 July 28, 2017 
MGs and the County 
by Jeannine Polaski, MG Program Coordinator, jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu 

There has been a lot of press regarding Mason County budget cuts lately. There 
have even been comments made on social media regarding the county spending 
money on Master Gardeners vs. Sheriff’s Deputies. You may be wondering if or 
how the cuts will impact the Master Gardener program. In actuality, the county 
stopped funding for the Master Gardener program many years ago so the 
current budget woes should have little impact on us. The existence of our 
program makes the county a better place to be and is in no way responsible for 
reductions in funding levels for other county departments. 

On an annual basis, the largest expense of the program is my salary. I am paid 
$18 an hour (with an additional amount for workman’s comp) for 8 hours a 
week. This is funded by two sources: Justin Smith, Mason County Extension 
Director, agreed to have WSU pay $2,000/year toward the Coordinator salary 
and the Foundation pays the rest. The Extension Office does also help the 
program out by providing office space, copying, and other office materials/tools. 
Given that the Extension Office does receive funding from the county and they 
are experiencing budget cuts, we may see some reduction in what the office can 
provide for us, but these cuts should not have a significant impact on the 
program. As you can tell by the Foundation budget, the Master Gardener 
Program is primarily self-funded. 

Without you all, there would be no Mason County Master Gardener Program. 
I am very proud to be a part of and represent the program here in the county. 

 

MCMG garden tour in September 
by Dorothy Skans, dskans@gmail.com 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, September 10, at 1:00 pm, for touring the 
Karen and Dave Shephard garden. They are located on Isabella Lake (southwest 
of the Hwy 3 exit off 101).  If you can offer a tour on that day or a Saturday or 
Sunday in August, please let me know so I can 
get more tours scheduled and publicized 
before the end of the growing season. 

  

Training Posters need to go up! If you are willing to help distribute, please 
send Jeannine an email @ Jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu. 

www.facebook.com/masoncountymastergardeners/ 

Jeannine Polaski, MG Program Coordinator 

Office Hours: Monday, 10 am to 2 pm 

Tuesday, 10 am to 2 pm 
Contact Info: 360.427.9670, Ext 688 

 jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu 

 

2017 MG volunteer hours to date:  

 2,484 hours from 31 volunteers 

 http://ext.wsu.edu/volunteers/logon.aspx 

Jul 29------- Farmers’ Market Clinic, Lou Schmidt (am); 
VOLUNTEER NEEDED (VN) (pm) 

Jul 31------- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 
Extension Office—Doris Zacher 

Aug 5 ------- Farmers’ Market Clinic, Doris Zacher (am); 
VN (pm) 

Aug 7 ------- MGFMC Board Meeting, 10 am, Extension 
Office 

Aug 7 ------- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 
Extension Office—CJ Nichols 

Aug 12 ----- Catalyst Community Garden Workshops, 

10 am to noon, @ Catalyst—Vegetable recipes 

Aug 12 ----- Farmers’ Market Clinic, Bonnie Day (am); 
VN (pm) 

Aug 14 ----- MGFMC Foundation Meeting, 10:15 am, 

Shelton Timberland Library 

Aug 14 ----- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 
Extension Office—Jinx Cromwell 

Aug 16 ----- Catalyst Garden Steering Committee 
meeting, 3 pm, at Sharon Bryant’s home 

Aug 19 ----- Farmers’ Market Clinic, Norma Kirmmse-
Borden (am); Sybil Jones (pm) 

Aug 21 ----- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 
Extension Office—Norma Kirmmse-Borden 

Aug 26 ----- Farmers’ Market Clinic, VN (am); VN (pm) 

Aug 28 ----- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 
Extension Office—VN 

Aug 30 ----- MG Trainee Orientation Meeting, noon, 
Shelton Timberland Library 

Sep 5 ------- MG Trainee Orientation Meeting, 5:30 pm, 
Shelton Timberland Library 

Sep 22 ------ First MG Training Session, 9:30 am to 
3:30 pm, Public Works 
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Got slugs? 
by Jinx Cromwell 

In cleaning out some papers, I came across an article on slugs. “Got Slugs? Give 
‘em a shot of morning coffee,” from Living Lifestyle – Seattle News Fax. It’s from 
London to it’s readers. It states, “scientists at the Pacific Basin Agriculture 
Research Center in Hilo, Hawaii, were testing caffeine on other pests when they 
discovered that slugs and snails could not tolerate it. Small concentrations can 
be deadly for the garden pests. A weak solution of caffeine doesn’t damage the 
foliage of palms or orchids, and any yellowing of leaves could be avoided by 
mixing caffeine with an appropriate agricultural substance.” 

Perhaps a weak solution would work on plants other than palms and orchids. If 
so, it’s an easy way to keep them off your veggies and favorite plants. 

Catalyst harvest day news 
by Bonnie Day-Orr  

We started working early Tuesday morning hoping to beat the heat and it still 
got too hot. We harvested 97.5 pounds of carrots, beets, onions, kale, chard, 
cabbage, turnips, and the first of the summer squash for the food bank.  

Overall, the garden is doing very well this year. Our cucumbers seem to be slow, 
but I’m hearing that it’s true for other gardeners as well. Nancy Dillon and Jack 
Smith continued to work on supports for the pole beans, which are coming 
along great. It sure doesn’t seem to be too hot for the weeds to grow, which is a 
constant job. We planted more carrots, turnips and lettuce hoping that we will 
have a nice fall crop.  

Collin Orr continues to work on the new shed, which is really taking shape. We 
all decided to paint it the green of the Master Gardener shed so it fits into what 
is now looking like a community of “tiny houses.” The community garden beds 
are reflecting all the hard work the gardeners have put in this year. Two 
community gardeners are growing corn in their beds in the upper garden, which 
is a first for Catalyst. We will be harvesting and working every Tuesday through 
October and can always us the help.  

 
Cooperating agencies: Washington State Univer-
sity, US Department of Agriculture, and Mason 
County. Extension Programs and employment are 
available to all without discrimination. Evidence of 
noncompliance may be reported through your 
local Extension Office. 

Friday Fresh is a weekly publication of the 
Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County. 
It is currently produced by John and Dorothy 
Skans. Provide articles, event dates, questions, 
and comments to jskans@gmail.com by 8 am 
each Thursday. 

You can access archived Friday Fresh issues at 
http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-
gardener/master-gardener/8 

Find us and like us on Facebook: Mason 
County WSU Master Gardeners 

MGFMC CONTACT 

President—Pat Carpenter 

360.426.9845, patandlexi@gmail.com 

photos: Bonnie Day 

Collin Orr working on the shed (above), the pole 
and bush bean beds (upper right), community 
garden beds in the upper garden (lower right) 

What’s coming? 
Jul 30 ------- Kiwanis Pancakes in the Park, 7 am to 

1 pm, Kneeland Park, http://sheltonkiwanis.
weebly.com/pancakes-in-the-park.html 
(see July 21 Friday Fresh) 
 

Sep 20-23 - WSU Master Gardener Advanced-

Education Conference, Yakima Convention Center, 
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fH3TEX8a88o  
 

Oct 12 ------- SW Washington MG District Meeting, 

10 am to 1 pm, Lewis County Administration 
Building, downstairs meeting room 
 

 

We have a greenhouse!  
by Bonnie Day, Greenhouse Construction 
Chairman's Secretary, bcdayorr@gmail.com 

It came with eleven boxes and 63 pages 
of instructions. Collin plans on starting to 
work on the greenhouse site the week 
of August 14. He will initially need help 
leveling the site, which will consist of 
moving soil from garden rows and a 
raised bed, raking bark, and then leveling 
the soil. He will get back to you to let you 
know the date he will be needing the 
help. 
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