
 

 

 

Delivering the freshest news and updates for Mason County WSU Master Gardeners 

 September 15, 2017 
Our ducks are in a row… 
by Jeannine Polaski, MG Program Coordinator, jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu 

…and we are ready to go with our new training class. We are excited for training 
to begin! We are still looking for a few more mentors to match up with our new 
trainees. There seems to be some confusion about what being a mentor means 
so let me elaborate. 

The goal of the mentor program is to provide a welcoming atmosphere for new 
Master Gardeners from the time they sign up for the MG classes until they 
become well established in the program. The mentor’s role is to familiarize new 
MGs with the program and help them feel comfortable as they attend training 
and begin their volunteer service. The time spent on “mentor work” should be 
included in your MG Hours Report. Duties Include 

 Calling assigned mentee(s) as soon as possible. Provide your mentees with 
your name and phone number so they may contact you if they have any 
questions. Tell them about the newsletters they will be receiving and what 
information they contain.  

 Meeting your mentees sometime very soon after the MG classes begin. 
Perhaps you could have lunch together or arrange to meet during break on 
a class day. 

 Contacting your mentees as classes progress to see how everything is going. 
Discuss the exams that are required and try to make them less intimidating. 
Review the opportunities available for volunteering . Let them know they 
will be paired with a veteran MG during their first few clinic assignments. 
Give them information about Plant Sale and its volunteer opportunities. 
Once again, encourage them to call you if they have any questions. 

 Inviting the mentee to the December and subsequent Foundation meetings. 

You do not have to know all of the answers to their questions off the top of your 
head—you can contact me or someone on the board to get the answer. You do 
not have to provide training to the mentee. You are there for support, en-
couragement, and helping them understand the program and the Foundation. 

Help wanted—Oysterfest 
There are still opportunities to sign up for Oysterfest. We need two volunteers 
for each of the following—Saturday, 2 to 4 and 4 to 6, and Sunday, 2 to 4. 

Remember, you get a free ticket to Oysterfest when you volunteer!  

www.facebook.com/masoncountymastergardeners/ 

Jeannine Polaski, MG Program Coordinator 

Office Hours: Tuesday, 10 am to noon (MGH) 

Tuesday, Noon to 2 pm (office) 
Friday, 9 am to 4 pm (training) 

Contact Info: 360.427.9670, Ext 688 

 jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu 

 

2017 MG volunteer hours to date:  

 3,217 hours from 34 volunteers 

http://ext.wsu.edu/volunteers/logon.aspx 

Sep 16 ------ Farmer’s Market Clinic—Terry Conley 

(am); VOLUNTEER NEEDED (VN) (pm) 

Sep 18 ------ Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office—Diana Sparby, Pat Carpenter 

Sep 20 ------ Catalyst Steering Committee Meeting, 

3 pm, Shelton Timberland Library 

Sep 22 ------ First MG Training Session, 9:30 am to 

3:30 pm, Public Works 

Sep 23 ------ Farmer’s Market Clinic—VN (am); VN (pm) 

Sep 25 ------ Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office— Carol Acocks, Pat Carpenter 

Sep 30 ------ Farmer’s Market Clinic—VN (am); VN (pm) 

Oct 2 -------- MGFMC Board Meeting, 10:00 am, 

Extension Office 

Oct 2 -------- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office— VN 

Oct 9 -------- MGFMC Foundation Meeting, 10:15 am, 

Shelton Timberland Library—Guest speaker: Sue 
Thompson on Backyard Wildlife Habitat 

Oct 9 -------- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office— VN 

Oct 9 -------- Education Committee Meeting, 12:30 pm, 

Extension Office 

Oct 16 ------ Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office— VN 

Oct 23 ------ Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office— Bonnie Day-Orr 

Oct 30 ------ Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office— VN 

 

 

mailto:jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu
http://www.facebook.com/masoncountymastergardeners/
mailto:jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu
http://ext.wsu.edu/volunteers/logon.aspx
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Catalyst harvest day news 
by Bonnie Day-Orr  

With the start of fall a week away, we can see the light changing and feel the air 
cooling at the garden this morning. It is certainly becoming a fall garden. We 
harvested 127.5 pounds of beans, turnips, carrots, squash, cucumbers, kale, and 
a few of Pat Carpenter’s tomatoes for the food bank today. A nice harvest and 
we still have 50 Acorn and Delicata squash to pick in the coming weeks.  

Fall is a great time to look the garden over and see what vegetables did well and 
what did not. We all agreed the Jade 11 bush bean was tough and not worth 
planting next year. We can see that the sun is lower and not reaching the pole 
beans as well as we would like, so we will be moving them down to the lower 
garden when we make our 2018 garden plan. It supposed to rain this weekend, 
so we put boards under all our pumpkins. It really helps to keep the pumpkins 
from rotting until we get them picked in October.  

Erika Stewart drew up some plans for the new Learning Garden and the plan is 
to start work on it in early October once we get some good rain. And after 
picking a bright yellow paint, we will be at the garden painting the new shed on 

Friday at 10 a.m. If you like to paint, bring a brush and come and help us out. We 
have about five more Tuesdays that we will be working at the garden before we 
put it to bed for the season. Isn’t that amazing? It seems like we just planted it! 
If you haven’t had a chance to come by and see what we are doing, it’s a great 
time to do it. We are there every Tuesday at 9 a.m. 

1 MG denim shirt available 
Christy Rowe, carowe@hcc.net  

I have one men’s-size large denim shirt for sale at $29.37 (including tax). Let me 
know if you’d like to buy it. 

Tips for Growing Japanese Maples 
http://freeplants.com/tips-for-growing-japanese-maples.html 

Japanese maple trees are one of the most sought-after ornamental trees for 
many gardeners. These beautiful trees come in a variety of sizes suitable for any 
garden and the assortment of leaf textures and colors are sure to please even 
the most particular gardener. The best part is, despite their delicate appear-
ance, growing Japanese maples is quite easy. 

As the name implies, Japanese maples are native to Japan where they grow in 
abundance in the forests of this island country. Wild Japanese maples are 
medium-sized trees that put on a colorful autumn display of bright crimson and 
yellow leaves. In the United States, gardeners can enjoy growing Japanese 
maples in their own gardens mainly in growing zones 5-9. 

Ornamental Japanese maples range in size from large trees up to 30 feet tall, 
down to dwarf trees that never grow more than 3 feet tall. The smaller trees are 
ideal for displaying as the center of attention in a patio garden and they can 
even be grown in pots. 

[Click on the link above for the remainder of this article.] 

  

photos from Catalyst: Bonnie Day 

Fall garden, Sharon washing turnips, Cosmos 
in the perennial flower garden, Sharon’s 
artistic vegetables arrangement waiting for 
them to dry 

Japanese Maple 

mailto:carowe@hcc.net
http://freeplants.com/tips-for-growing-japanese-maples.html
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Dave and Karen Shepherd’s garden tour 
photos: Lisa Henderson 

   

   

  

  

 
Cooperating agencies: Washington State Univer-
sity, US Department of Agriculture, and Mason 
County. Extension Programs and employment are 
available to all without discrimination. Evidence of 
noncompliance may be reported through your 
local Extension Office. 

Friday Fresh is a weekly publication of the 
Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County. 
It is currently produced by John and Dorothy 
Skans. Provide articles, event dates, questions, 
and comments to jskans@gmail.com by 8 am 
each Thursday. 

You can access archived Friday Fresh issues at 
http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-
gardener/master-gardener/8 

Find us and like us on Facebook: Mason 
County WSU Master Gardeners 

What’s coming? 
Sep 20-23 - WSU Master Gardener Advanced-

Education Conference, Yakima Convention Center, 
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fH3TEX8a88o  
 

Oct 7 -------- Master Gardeners of San Juan County 

Annual Gardening Workshop, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, 
Friday Harbor Middle School, San Juan Island, 
http://www.mgfsjc.org/gardenworkshop.html (see 
August 18 Friday Fresh) 
 

Oct 12 ------ SW Washington MG District Meeting, 

10 am to 1 pm, Lewis County Administration 
Building, downstairs meeting room 
 

 

The Brothers Greenhouses has its 

annual tomato tasting tomorrow 

from 10 to 2. Sam takes pride in his 

variety of tomatoes and it’s a great 

way to decide on next year’s crop. 

photos: Dorothy Skans 

MGFMC CONTACTS 

President—Pat Carpenter 

360.426.9845, patandlexi@gmail.com 

2018 Plant Sale—TBD 

2018 Garden Tour—Jeanne Kinney 

360.427.5690, kinneyj548@comcast.net 

MG Clinic Volunteers— Pat Carpenter 

360.426.9845, patandlexi@gmail.com 

mailto:jskans@gmail.com
http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-gardener/master-gardener/8
http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-gardener/master-gardener/8
https://www.facebook.com/Mason-County-WSU-Master-Gardeners-191488234215347/
http://canyoudigit-2017.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fH3TEX8a88o
http://www.mgfsjc.org/gardenworkshop.html
mailto:patandlexi@gmail.com
mailto:kinneyj548@comcast.net
mailto:patandlexi@gmail.com


 

Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County 

 

Sep 16 ---- Farmer’s Market Clinic—VOLUNTEER NEEDED (VN) (am); VN (pm) 

Sep 18 ---- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—Diana Sparby, Pat Carpenter 

Sep 20 ---- Catalyst Steering Committee Meeting, 3 pm, Shelton Timberland Library 

Sep 22 ---- First MG Training Session, 9:30 am to 3:30 pm, Public Works 

Sep 23 ---- Farmer’s Market Clinic—VN (am); VN (pm) 

Sep 25 ---- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office— Carol Acocks, Pat Carpenter 

Sep 30 ---- Farmer’s Market Clinic—VN (am); VN (pm) 

Oct 2 ------- MGFMC Board Meeting, 10:00 am, Extension Office 

Oct 2 ------- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office— VN 

Oct 9 ------- MGFMC Foundation Meeting, 10:15 am, Shelton Timberland Library—Guest speaker: Sue Thompson on Backyard Wildlife Habitat 

Oct 9 ------- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office— VN 

Oct 9 ------- Education Committee Meeting, 12:30 pm, Extension Office 

Oct 16 ----- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office— VN 

Oct 23 ----- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office— Bonnie Day-Orr 

Oct 30 ----- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office— VN 

 

 


