
 

 

 

Delivering the freshest news and updates for Mason County WSU Master Gardeners 

 October 6, 2017 
Oysterfest, hours, and trainees 
by Jeannine Polaski, MG Program Coordinator, jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu  

A big thank you to Norma Kirmmse-Borden for all of the work on the Oysterfest 
Education display. It is going to be a great event! Thanks also to all the volun-
teers manning the booth this weekend. 

Time for you all to make sure your hours are entered into the volunteer data-
base. By entering them now, you can make sure you have your 25 volunteer 
hours and 10 continuing education hours. If not, there are opportunities 
available before the end of the year. 

Coming next week...meet the new trainees! 

Rain barrel demo 
by Bonnie Day 

There was a nice variety of participants at the Rain 
Barrel Demonstration given by Nancy Dillon at Catalyst 
Park on Saturday, September 30. Master Gardeners, 
Catalyst community gardeners, and two new MG class 
members had the opportunity to see Nancy give a 
hands-on demo on how to put up gutters and then connect the down spouts to 
the rain barrels. Nancy discussed the potential problems that we might run into 
and how to adapt the materials to fit our individual situations. She also provided 
information on where to buy the materials needed and the rain barrels and it 
did seem appropriate that it started raining, filling the barrels as she completed 
her demo. 

  
Nancy Dillon and community attendees. 

  

www.facebook.com/masoncountymastergardeners/ 

Jeannine Polaski, MG Program Coordinator 

Office Hours: Monday, 10 am to 2 pm 

Thursday, 10 to 2, Cluster Meeting 
Contact Info: 360.427.9670, Ext 688 

 jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu 

 

2017 MG volunteer hours to date:  

 3,411 hours from 34 volunteers 

http://ext.wsu.edu/volunteers/logon.aspx 

Oct 6 -------- MG Basic Training, 9:30 am to 3:00 pm, 

Public Works Building 

Oct 9 -------- MGFMC Foundation meeting, 10:15 am, 

Shelton Timberland Library—Guest speaker: Sue 
Thompson on Backyard Wildlife Habitat 

Oct 9 -------- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office—VOLUNTEER NEEDED (VN) 

Oct 10 ------ Greenhouse Committee meeting, 11 am, 

Catalyst 

Oct 10 ------ 2018 Garden Tour meeting, 5:30 to 7 pm, 

Shelton Timberland Library 

Oct 15 ------ Cider Press Potluck, 2 pm until done, 

Kinney residence (see page 3) 

Oct 16 ------ Education Committee meeting, noon, 

Extension Office 

Oct 16 ------ Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office— Jinx Cromwell 

Oct 18 ------ Catalyst Steering Committee meeting, 

3 pm, Shelton Timberland Library 

Oct 18 ------ Publicity Committee meeting, 9:30 am, 

Sugar Stop Cake Shop 

Oct 20 ------ MG Basic Training, 9:30 am to 3:00 pm, 

Public Works Building 

Oct 21 ------ Catalyst Community Workshop, Garden 

Cleanup, and Potluck, 9 am to 2 pm @ Catalyst 
Park—Workshop @ 10 am, tool care (Nancy Dillon) 

Oct 23 ------ Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office— Bonnie Day-Orr 

Oct 28 ------ Annual Pumpkin Sale, 10 am, Brilliant 

Moon/Sisters parking lot 

Oct 30 ------ Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office— VN 

Nov 2 ------- 2018 Plant Sale meeting, 1 to 3 pm, 

Memorial Hall 

Nov 6 ------- MGFMC Board meeting, 10:00 am, 

Extension Office 

Nov 6 ------- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office— VN 

Nov 13 ----- MGFMC Foundation meeting, 10:15 am, 

Shelton Timberland Library 

Nov 13 ----- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office— VN 

 

 

 

 

 

photos: Bonnie Day 

mailto:jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu
http://www.facebook.com/masoncountymastergardeners/
mailto:jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu
http://ext.wsu.edu/volunteers/logon.aspx


 

 Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County Friday Fresh  October 6, 2017  2 

Catalyst harvest day news 
by Bonnie Day 

It was the first cold morning we have had at the garden and everyone started 
out with several layers on. However, by mid-morning the sun was out and so 
were the layers. We had a great harvest of 167.5 pounds of Delicata squash, 
Kuri squash, the last of the beets, lettuce, chard, beans, summer squash, half of 
the parsnips and kale. We are thinking that we have two more harvests before 
we end the season with our annual Clean Up The Garden and Harvest Potluck 
Party.  

Our goal on Tuesday was to fill up the truck with all the garbage that we had 
laying around the site. Lots of rotten boards, old wire, and a bunch of old 
bowling balls! Sherry Clemmens and Erika Stewart sanded and painted the 
benches that we had brought from Pioneer and Jack Smith started to work on 
the Lasagna Garden that we are building in the Learning Garden. We started to 
clean up some of the garden rows and chopped up leftovers for the compost 
pile. While all this was going on, Collin Orr hooked up the sink in the greenhouse 
and Jack and Collin moved in some more growing benches. If you haven’t been 
up to see the greenhouse you really should take a look. A few more things to be 
done and it will be ready for planting.  

A BIG reminder and request for workers is that we are cleaning up the garden 
on Saturday, October 21, beginning at 10 a.m. till we get done (about 2). We 
have some big goals for the day and can use all the help we can get. This is really 
a great day for our new MG class to come up to the garden, get to know 
everyone, and start getting those hours completed. Plus, we always have a great 
time and a great potluck lunch.  

Garden Tour meeting | Cider press potluck 
by Jeanne Kinney, kinneyj548@comcast.net, 360.427.5690 

2018 Garden Tour meeting  
Tuesday, October 10 | 5:30 to 7 pm | Shelton library 

We need to submit our budget for next year and go over the gardens that our 
garden sleuths have done such a great job tracking down. I will have copies of 
the budget from last year and our actual expenses as well as the potential 
gardens for next year. I sent this to those on the list from last year—please let 
me know if you can’t come but want to be involved, or don’t want to keep 
getting emails. Please let me know if you plan to attend so I have enough copies 
made. So far, Connie says she is planning on attending (thanks Connie!) , but I 
haven’t heard from anyone else. If you know of new people who want to get 
involved, please pass the word. I’m looking forward to seeing everyone again 
after our long, hot summer! 

Cider pressing at the Kinney’s 

Sunday, October 15 | 2 pm until the apples are pressed and we’re done eating and 
socializing | 6511 SE Arcadia Rd 

Bring apples if you have them, containers for cider, and snacks or a potluck dish 
to share. We can also press grapes and pears (really ripe) if anyone has some 
they’d like to try. Sample hard cider as well as sweet. This is a minor fund raiser 
for Catalyst park, with a suggested donation of $5/ gallon. I’ve heard the 
Steilacoom cider pressing charges $15/gallon, so this is a steal-and a lot of fun! 

photos: Bonnie Day 

Top: Jack Smith and Collin Orr with a very 
full truck going to the dump; middle: Erika 
Stewart bagging up the harvest for the food 
bank; bottom: Kuri and Delicata squash. 

tel:(360)%20427-5690
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Your budgets are due Nov 3 
by Diana Sparby, dianamg13@comcast.net 

All committees (plant sale, garden tour, TTGG, greenhouse, Catalyst, publicity, 
administration, etc.) need to finalize your budget submissions at your October 
meetings so the proposed budget can be presented to the Board and 
Foundation at the November meetings for review and revision. All submissions 
are due to me no later than Friday, November 3.  

2018 election of officers 
Following this Friday Fresh is the description of offices to be on the ballot for the 
Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County. If you have any questions, 
want to volunteer for a position, or want to nominate someone else, contact 
Lou Schmidt, willilou@q.com, 360.427.4258. 

Peninsula Fruit Club fall fruit show 
by Norma Kirmmse-Borden 

October 28, 10 am to 4 pm, 4109 W E St, Bremerton 
We went last year and I can’t tell you how much fun it was! Also, it is a great 
way to get MG education credits. 

 

Native Plant Salvage 
http://mailchi.mp/4e3cb5577eda/please-welcome-zach-and-hannah-
1829409?e=f6d6cd4372 

Click on the link above to see the new AmeriCorps members and to get details 
on their nursery maintenance event (Oct 14), online plant sale (pickup on 
Oct 29, and revegetation event (Nov 5). 

Cooperating agencies: Washington State Univer-
sity, US Department of Agriculture, and Mason 
County. Extension Programs and employment are 
available to all without discrimination. Evidence of 
noncompliance may be reported through your 
local Extension Office. 

Friday Fresh is a weekly publication of the 
Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County. 
It is currently produced by John and Dorothy 
Skans. Provide articles, event dates, questions, 
and comments to jskans@gmail.com by 8 am 
each Thursday. 

You can access archived Friday Fresh issues at 
http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-
gardener/master-gardener/8 

Find us and like us on Facebook: Mason 
County WSU Master Gardeners 

What’s coming? 
Oct 7 -------- Master Gardeners of San Juan County 

Annual Gardening Workshop, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, 
Friday Harbor Middle School, San Juan Island, 
http://www.mgfsjc.org/gardenworkshop.html (see 
August 18 Friday Fresh) 
 

Oct 12 ------ SW Washington MG District Meeting, 

10 am to 1 pm, Lewis County Administration 
Building, downstairs meeting room 
 

Oct 28 ------ 2017 Fall Fruit Show of the Peninsula 

Fruit Club (a chapter of Western Cascade Fruit 
Society), 10 am to 4 pm, West Side Improvement 
Club, 4109 W E St, Bremerton (see article on this 
page) 
 

 

MGFMC CONTACTS 

President—Pat Carpenter 

360.426.9845, patandlexi@gmail.com 

2018 Plant Sale—TBD 

2018 Garden Tour—Jeanne Kinney 

360.427.5690, kinneyj548@comcast.net 

MG Clinic Volunteers— Pat Carpenter 

360.426.9845, patandlexi@gmail.com 

Annual 
Pumpkin Sale 

October 28 

mailto:dianamg13@comcast.net
mailto:willilou@q.com
http://mailchi.mp/4e3cb5577eda/please-welcome-zach-and-hannah-1829409?e=f6d6cd4372
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http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-gardener/master-gardener/8
http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-gardener/master-gardener/8
https://www.facebook.com/Mason-County-WSU-Master-Gardeners-191488234215347/
http://www.mgfsjc.org/gardenworkshop.html
mailto:patandlexi@gmail.com
mailto:kinneyj548@comcast.net
mailto:patandlexi@gmail.com


 

Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County 

MCMG Calendar 

Oct 6 ------- MG Basic Training, 9:30 am to 3:00 pm, Public Works Building 

Oct 9 ------- MGFMC Foundation meeting, 10:15 am, Shelton Timberland Library—Guest speaker: Sue Thompson on Backyard Wildlife Habitat 

Oct 9 ------- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—VOLUNTEER NEEDED (VN) 

Oct 10 ----- Greenhouse Committee meeting, 11 am, Catalyst 

Oct 10 ----- 2018 Garden Tour meeting, 5:30 to 7 pm, Shelton Timberland Library 

Oct 15 ----- Cider Press Potluck, 2 pm until done, Kinney residence (see page 3) 

Oct 16 ----- Education Committee meeting, noon, Extension Office 

Oct 16 ----- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office— Jinx Cromwell 

Oct 18 ----- Catalyst Steering Committee meeting, 3 pm, Shelton Timberland Library 

Oct 18 ----- Publicity Committee meeting, 9:30 am, Sugar Stop Cake Shop 

Oct 20 ----- MG Basic Training, 9:30 am to 3:00 pm, Public Works Building 

Oct 21 ----- Catalyst Community Workshop, Garden Cleanup, and Potluck, 9 am to 2 pm @ Catalyst Park—Workshop @ 10 am, tool care (Nancy 

Dillon) 

Oct 23 ----- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office— Bonnie Day-Orr 

Oct 28 ----- Annual Pumpkin Sale, 10 am, Brilliant Moon/Sisters parking lot 

Oct 30 ----- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office— VN 

Nov 2 ----- 2018 Plant Sale meeting, 1 to 3 pm, Memorial Hall 

Nov 6 ----- MGFMC Board meeting, 10:00 am, Extension Office 

Nov 6 ----- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office— VN 

Nov 13 ---- MGFMC Foundation meeting, 10:15 am, Shelton Timberland Library 

Nov 13 ---- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office— VN 

  



 

Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County 

MGFMC Elected Officer Functions 

*Positions open for 2018 

President—One year term; Conducts Foundation and Board meetings, works closely with coordinator, meets with the 
WSU Mason County Extension Director on a regular basis, oversees activities and projects, oversees budget, and works 
with Board members and general membership as appropriate and needed to further mission, goals, and objectives. 

*President-Elect—One year term; Fills in for the President as needed, works closely with fundraising and education 
chairs, helps direct outreach projects, and assists President as needed. The President-Elect shall succeed to the office of 
President upon expiration of the President’s term of office. In the event of a vacancy in the office of President, the 
President-Elect shall serve as President for the remainder of that term and then for the term for which elected. 

*Vice-President—One year term; Oversees continuing education portion of meetings, oversees sunshine and welcome 
committee activities, oversees awards and recognition ceremonies and social functions, and oversees arrangements for 
meetings to include scheduling facilities. 

*Secretary—Two year term elected in odd years with term beginning in even years; attends and records Foundation and 
Board meetings, prepares and communicates minutes, maintains records for statutory periods of time at the County 
Extension Office, maintains email distribution list of members, prepares Foundation correspondence including notes of 
appreciation, substitutes for Treasurer as needed, and prepares final drafts of agendas and other documents. 

Treasurer—Two year term elected in even years with term beginning in odd years; keeps records of all financial 
transactions, submits federal and state filing requirements, serves on budget committee, supplies financial information 
and records as required, provides budget, revenue and expenditure reports, assists committee chairs with budget, and 
substitutes for Secretary when needed. 

State Foundation Representative—Three year term overlapping with State Foundation Alternate; represents the local 
Foundation at State Foundation meetings and relays information between the two entities. 

*State Foundation Alternate—Three year term overlapping with State Foundation Representative; fills in for the State 
Foundation Representative as needed. 

*Director at Large [two positions]—Two year term with one elected each year; brings membership views to the Board, 
helps gather information from members, maintains membership roster/directory, coordinates annual reapplication and 
follow-up process including conducting a mid-year canvas of inactive members to determine cause of inactivity, works 
with Publicity chair, organizes nominating committee and manages election process. 

 


