
 

 

 

Delivering the freshest news and updates for Mason County WSU Master Gardeners 

 November 3, 2017 
Catalyst Steering Committee meeting change 
by Sharon B, 360.426.7257 

Hi Gardeners, we have changed the time and place for the Wednesday, 
November 15, meeting from 3 pm to 1 pm, since it would most likely be dark 
and raining if we adjourned at the original 5 pm. It will still be raining, but it will 
be easier to drive home with some light. Jack Smith has kindly offered his home 
for the meeting since we didn’t have the library signed up for that time.  

At this meeting we’ll be reviewing what crops grew well this year, what didn’t 
do well, and what we should plant next year. Master Gardener trainees may 
find this of interest and are invited to attend. Contact me for address and 
directions. 

2018 TTGG preview (subject to change, of course) 
by Brooke Fuller 

January 20 — (1) Extend your growing season, (2) your greenhouse through all 
seasons, (3) hydroponics 

February 3 — (1) Blueberries, (2) kiwi, raspberries, and grapes 

February 10 — (1) Attract pollinators, (2) Build a “Bug Hotel” 

March 3 — (1) Native plants in home landscaping, (2) attractive grasses in home 
landscaping, (3) landscaping to attract native birds 

March 17 — (1) Vegetable gardening, (2) succession planting, (3) landscaping for 
all seasons 

March 31 — (1) Fertilizing, (2) composting, (3) vermiculture 

Annual MG Foundation celebration 
When: December 11, 10 am until done 
Where: PUD3 Skookum Room, 2601 E Johns Prairie Rd 
Why: Final 2017 meeting, election/installation of officers, holiday celebration 

Reminder to be getting ready for the Potluck and Craft Sale Fundraiser at the 
Dec 11 MGFMC meeting. More details will follow in next week’s Friday Fresh. 

  

www.facebook.com/masoncountymastergardeners/ 

Jeannine Polaski, MG Program Coordinator 

Office Hours: TBD 
Contact Info: 360.427.9670, Ext 688 

 jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu 

 

2017 MG volunteer hours to date:  

 3,607 hours from 34 volunteers 

http://ext.wsu.edu/volunteers/logon.aspx 

Nov 3 ------- MG Basic Training, 9:00 am to 3:30 pm, 

Public Works Building—Rain Gardens; Native 
Plants; Kennedy Creek field trip 

Nov 6 ------- MGFMC Board meeting, 10:00 am, 

Extension Office 

Nov 6 ------- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office—Brooke Fuller, Sharon B 

Nov 13 ----- MGFMC Foundation meeting, 10:15 am, 

Shelton Timberland Library 

Nov 13 ----- Education Committee meeting, 12:30 to 

2 pm, Extension Office 

Nov 13 ----- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office—Bonnie Day, Christy Rowe 

Nov 15 ----- Catalyst Steering Committee meeting, 

1 pm (note time change), @ Jack Smith’s (see 
article on this page) 

Nov 17 ----- MG Basic Training, 9:00 am to 3:30 pm, 

Public Works Building—Right Plant, Right Place; 
class presentation ideas; MG Foundation 

Nov 20 ----- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office—Kitty Lundeen-Ness, Karen G 

Nov 27 ----- Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, 

Extension Office—Beatrix Blackerby (note: last 
clinic until February 5) 

Dec 4 -------- MGFMC Board meeting, 10:00 am, 

Extension Office 

Dec 7 -------- 2018 Plant Sale meeting, 1 to 3 pm, 

Memorial Hall 

Dec 11 ------ Holiday Potluck/Craft Fair 

Check out the incredible article and photos on our own Catalyst Park in Seeds for Thought (the 

Washington State Foundation quarterly newsletter). Evon Masteller wrote the article and photos from 
Bonnie Day-Orr and Kitty Lundeen-Ness accompanied it. The complete issue of Seeds for Thought is 
being emailed along with this issue of Friday Fresh. 

http://www.facebook.com/masoncountymastergardeners/
mailto:jeannine.polaski@wsu.edu
http://ext.wsu.edu/volunteers/logon.aspx
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Catalyst—Putting the garden to bed (pun intended) 
by Bonnie Day 

It was a glorious day Sunday even though 
the sun never quite came out but the fog 
didn’t seem to make a bit of difference to 
all volunteers who came to help. We had 
the community gardeners, trainees from 
the MG class, my niece and nephew, and 
Master Gardeners who hauled manure, 
turned over the rows, mulched with straw, 
weeded, hauled chips for the rows, 
worked on the lasagna garden, and ate a 
great lunch.  

Nancy Dillon presented the last Community Gardener workshop of the season in the 
greenhouse on caring for and cleaning your garden tools. After the workshop, the 
Community Gardeners cleaned out their beds. Several of the original raised beds are 
now falling apart, so the plan is to take off the rotten boards and replace them so they 
will be ready for spring planting. It was decided that we would all take this next week 
off and finish the work to be done on the next dry day we get. After that it’s feet up, in 
front of the fire, looking at the new seed catalogs and dreaming of spring when it all 
starts again. Aren’t gardeners the luckiest of people—we always have something to 
look forward to. 

[You’ll find more Catalyst pictures following this issue of Friday Fresh.] 

With a lot of help from our friends 
by Sharon B 

Catalyst Gardeners gathered for our annual Pumpkins Plus! fundraiser on 
Saturday, October 28. We netted $680.00 thanks to generous cash and 
commodity donations from Master Gardeners and community members’ 
purchases and additional donations. Mary and Lindy at Brilliant Moon Bookstore 
provided space to hawk our merchandise. 

The fog rolled over the parking lot as we set up at 9 a.m. Saturday morning. In 
addition to selling pumpkins of various shapes and colors (including black, 
white, and pink), we also offered Sherry’s vine-ripe Concord grapes, cedar slabs 
from Jack, Dahlias from Diana and Marlene, Crafts by Christy, and Nancy’s 
decorative pumpkins. Several customers from Sister’s Restaurant and Brilliant 
Moon Bookstore didn’t need a pumpkin but they still donated cash and good 
will as they passed through. Sherry even collected drive-by donations as she 
swung her sign on the corner of Railroad advertising our Pumpkin Sale. 

The sun broke over downtown Shelton around noon and we finally headed on 
home a couple of hours later. With a lot of help from our friends, we are 
successfully raising funds for next year’s seeds and soil, sowing connections, and 
nurturing community. 

[Check out the myriad of pictures from the pumpkin sale following this issue of 
Friday Fresh.] 

2018 nominations—last chance 
If you have any questions, want to volunteer for a position, or want to nominate 
someone else, contact Lou Schmidt, willilou4444@gmail.com, 360.427.4258.

Cooperating agencies: Washington State Univer-
sity, US Department of Agriculture, and Mason 
County. Extension Programs and employment are 
available to all without discrimination. Evidence of 
noncompliance may be reported through your 
local Extension Office. 

Friday Fresh is a weekly publication of the 
Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County. 
It is currently produced by John and Dorothy 
Skans. Provide articles, event dates, questions, 
and comments to jskans@gmail.com by 8 am 
each Thursday. 

You can access archived Friday Fresh issues at 
http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-
gardener/master-gardener/8 

Find us and like us on Facebook: Mason 
County WSU Master Gardeners 

photos: Bonnie Day 

Community gardeners working on their beds 

MGFMC CONTACTS 

President—Pat Carpenter 

360.426.9845, patandlexi@gmail.com 

2018 Plant Sale 

Pat Carpenter, 360.426.9845, patandlexi@gmail.com 
Kitty Lundeen-Ness, 360.490.5356, klundeen@hctc.com 
Christy Rowe, 206.713.4119, carowe@hcc.net 

Sherry Clemmens in the compost pile 

I’m all ready for winter! 

Check out this 
hilarious Halloween 
costume we gar-
deners can really 
appreciate (photo 
submitted by Christy 
Rowe). 

mailto:willilou4444@gmail.com
mailto:jskans@gmail.com
http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-gardener/master-gardener/8
http://extension.wsu.edu/mason/master-gardener/master-gardener/8
https://www.facebook.com/Mason-County-WSU-Master-Gardeners-191488234215347/
mailto:patandlexi@gmail.com
mailto:patandlexi@gmail.com


 

Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County 

MCMG Calendar 

Nov 3 MG Basic Training, 9:00 am to 3:30 pm, Public Works Building—Rain Gardens; Native Plants; Kennedy Creek field trip 

Nov 6 MGFMC Board meeting, 10:00 am, Extension Office 

Nov 6 Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—Brooke Fuller, Sharon B 

Nov 13 MGFMC Foundation meeting, 10:15 am, Shelton Timberland Library (officer nominations presented) 

Nov 13 Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—Bonnie Day, Christy Rowe 

Nov 13 Education Committee meeting, 12:30 to 2 pm, Extension Office 

Nov 15 Catalyst Steering Committee meeting, 1 pm (note time change), @ Jack Smith’s 

Nov 17 MG Basic Training, 9:00 am to 3:30 pm, Public Works Building—Right Plant, Right Place; class presentation ideas; MG Foundation 

Nov 20 Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—Kitty Lundeen-Ness, Karen G 

Nov 23 Thanksgiving 

Nov 27 Master Gardener Clinic, 12 to 3 pm, Extension Office—Beatrix Blackerby (note: last clinic until February 5) 

Dec 4 MGFMC Board meeting, 10:00 am, Extension Office 

Dec 7 2018 Plant Sale meeting, 1 to 3 pm, Memorial Hall 

Dec 11 MGFMC Foundation Meeting (2018 elections)—Holiday Potluck/Craft Fair, 10 am until done, PUD 3 

  



 

Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County 

More photos from Catalyst Garden on cleanup day and potluck 
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Master Gardeners Foundation of Mason County 

Each year, the Great Pumpkin rises out of the pumpkin patch that he thinks is the 
most sincere—this year it’s ours! 
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