What To Do in February



Western Washington in February can certainly be wet and wild with surprising days of sunshine and warmth.   Try to take advantage of those days to walk around your yard and garden and really look at what you have.  Check for standing water; this is an indication of poor drainage in that area.  Check out the whole lay of the land, which spot gets the most sun and when (check out different times of the day) and which is the shadiest?  How are your pathways?  Do you need new ones or do you need to repair the existing ones?  Would you like to put in an arbor or a trellis?  Now is the time to design or redesign your yard and garden.  Draw up your plans.  What do you want to plant and where do you want to plant it?



If you are like the rest of us, you are already getting seed catalogues in the mail.  Look through them carefully and order only the seeds or plants you need and can handle.  Try not to get carried away.  Remember the size of your garden and also keep in mind you have to weed what you plant.  Go through your old seeds first and throw out the ones that are too old or damaged.  Then it is also a good idea to really clean up that greenhouse before you start this year’s seeds.  Throw away those broken pots and do a thorough cleaning.



 It is a lot easier to keep the insect population down if you start out clean and then check carefully any new plants or starts that you buy.  Be sure to check under the leaves and the stems.  You are looking for critters such as aphids and whiteflies.  Once they get established in your greenhouse, they are very hard to get rid of.



Now is the time to shop for asparagus starts and strawberry starts and fruit trees. The WSU/Skagit County Extension office has a list of the types best suited for our climate.  You can top dress your lawn and garden now with compost and sharpen up those lawn and garden tools also.



One other thing: it is a good idea to keep a calendar just for your garden.  Keep track of the daily temperatures, what you plant and when you plant it.  Also, write down when you transplant.  This way you will have a record of what does well and what fails.  Then next year you will have something to look back on to see what you didn’t care for and what was a big hit.


Happy Gardening!

