Orchard Mason Bees


The orchard mason bee is a native beneficial pollinator of tree fruit, such as apples and cherries, some berries and related plants in the rose family.  This little bee is slightly smaller than a honeybee and is shiny blue in color.  The females have hairs on the underside of the abdomen suited for carrying pollen.


Orchard mason bees are excellent pollinators with a much higher rate of pollination than honey bees, they don’t sting, they don’t produce honey and they are gone by the first part of June.  They are nonagressive and fun for the kids to watch as they go about their business of filling the nest boxes.


This small bee does not create the holes she dwells in, so if there is no nesting box she will use a nail hole in the fence or go under shake siding or any other cavities in wood.  They need to be warm, wind protected and dry.  If you are setting up a box for them, the box can be purchased at most nurseries and feed stores.  Place the box on the south or east side of the shed, garage or house, so it can catch the morning sun, under the eve to keep off the rain.


The tiny female mason bee is one of the few creatures that can determine the sex of her offspring. As she lays each egg she seals it off so there are several eggs in each cell.  She lays male eggs first, then females in the center, and then more males.  She does this to protect the females from harm and to protect the species.

