Spring Fruit Open House and Field Day on March 9



The 2002 spring Fruit Open House and Field Day is scheduled for Saturday, March 9, at the Washington State University/Mount Vernon Research and Extension Unit, 16650 State Route 536, west of Mount Vernon.



This full day of classes and demonstrations for home fruit and berry growers is sponsored by the Western Washington Fruit Research Foundation (WWFRF) and the WSU/Mount Vernon Research and Extension Unit.



Classes to be presented include:

· Soil Testing and Preparation


Dr. Andy Anderson, WSU

· Pest Control in the Home Orchard

Chuck Holland, WWFRF

· Grafting Techniques & After Care

Les Price, WSU

· Practical Orchard Pruning


Tom Thornton, Cloud Mountain Farm

· Unusual and Exotic Fruits for NW Gardeners

Jim Gilbert, NW Nursery/One








Green World

Demonstrations to be conducted in the field include:

· Hands-On Tree Fruit Pruning

· Hands-On Grafting

· Grape Pruning 

· Blueberry Pruning


In addition to the classes and demonstrations, scionwood, rootstock and grafting supplies will be on sale.  If you want to get your favorite fruit variety grafted on appropriate rootstock, experts will be available to do that for you.  There will also be a number of display booths by the WSU Master Gardeners, the Western Cascade Fruit Society and by commercial garden and orchard suppliers.


Registration for classes will begin at 8:30 am on March 9.  Anyone can attend for a donation of $15.00 for an individual or $25.00 for the family.  Or you can join the WWFRF for an annual fee of $25.00 for an individual or $40.00 per family.  Annual membership allows you to attend both the spring and fall field days, as well as all harvest days (usually four per year) and all classes and meetings.  Much of the membership and attendance fees collected by WWFRF go to fund fruit and berry research activities conducted by WSU at the Mount Vernon Research and Extension Unit.


Also, as a member of WWFRF you have the opportunity to become active in helping the foundation establish and maintain its five-acre display garden adjacent to the WSU Master Gardener Discovery Garden, the Washington Native Plant Society’s Garden, and the Skagit Valley Rose Society’s Garden, all at the Research and Extension Unit.


Bring along your sack lunch and join the group or an exceptional experience on March 9.

