Cut Flower Care


Are you flower enthusiasts wondering how to keep those lovely bunches of tulips fresh for as long as you possibly can?  Here are some important things to remember that should help.


Wash all containers to be used as vases in hot, soapy water and rinse well.  Water-conducting cells in the flower stems can be clogged by bacteria in unclean containers.


Cut off approximately one half inch of flower stem with a sharp knife or scissors.  The angle of the cut doesn’t matter.  The important thing is that stems can freely absorb water.  Remove excess foliage, particularly leaves, below the water line.  They will decay, cause bacterial build up and clog water-conducting tissue.  Crushing stems does not increase a flower’s ability to absorb water, so don’t bother doing that.


Place flowers in warm water, about 110 degrees F.  Warm water quickly replenishes lost moisture and is easily absorbed by flower stems.  Allow to cool naturally.  Leave wrappers on flower bunches while the water cools.  After it rises up the stems, they will be less likely to sag when you do remove the wrapper.


Be aware of the fact that daffodils exude a substance that is toxic to tulips.  You may keep them in separate containers for 24 hours, rinse the stems and then combine them, but don’t cut the stems again in that bouquet.


In non-mixed bouquets, re-cutting the stems and repeating the warm-water treatment every other day or so does help.  Commercial flower preservatives can also be employed.


Keep flowers away from drafts, heat sources and direct sunlight.  These conditions remove moisture from blossoms faster than they can absorb it, causing them to dry up.  At night or when not in use, store your arrangements in a cool place.  


These guidelines apply to most cut flowers and should help extend the life of any bouquet.  Enjoy!

