May


There are always a lot of things to do in May.  So let’s get started.  Feed your lawns this month or next and also your flowering shrubs.  Prune rhododendrons and lilacs.  Take the flowers inside, and when the flowers are gone you can prune more.  Pulling off spent flowers makes the plants look nicer.


The nurseries will all be well-stocked with both perennials and annuals ready to be planted.  Begonias, fuchsias and geraniums can either go into containers or into the ground now.  Also, you can set out snapdragons, petunias and lobelia.  You can seed out cosmos, impatiens, nasturtiums, pansy, salvia, sunflowers and marigolds.


On to the vegetable patch.  Now is the time to set out seedlings of tomatoes, peppers, and cucumbers.  Plant seeds now for beans, corn, pumpkins, squash and New Zealand spinach.


Be on the lookout for slugs.  If you use commercial slug bait, be careful to keep it away from children and pets.  You can make your own slug trap by burying a two-liter pop bottle lengthwise. To prevent beneficial insects from falling into the trap, leave about one inch between the top of the bottle and the soil surface.  Pour about one cup of beer into the bottle.  Slugs are attracted to the beer and crawl in.  Once in they can’t get out.  When the bottle is full, simply change it for a new bottle.


One last word.  Weed as you go.  Don’t just walk through your garden - look around you.  See that weed over there, pull it up and get rid of it.  Don’t let it go to seed.  Believe me, it is much better to pull up a few weeds now then thousands of them later.  Happy gardening.

