Clematis



There are over 200 species of Clematis, most of which are deciduous.  The evergreen Clematis armandii is an exception.  It’s a fast grower and makes a lovely, dense privacy screen in all seasons when trained along a fence or woven through a lattice screen.  It drapes beautifully over an arbor and offers textural interest when allowed to climb tall trees.  While in bloom, it provides a beautiful screen of 2 ½  inch fragrant flowers that do not produce airborne pollen, minimizing allergic reactions.  It’s even considered one of the “best bets” in deer-proof plants.



Clematis is not demanding.  Its few requirements include correct soil, proper placement for light and heat, and pruning.  Clematis likes rich, loose, fast-draining soil.  Peat moss makes a good soil amendment.  Add lime only if a soil test indicates a calcium deficiency.  It needs constant moisture and nutrients.  Apply liquid fertilizer monthly during the growing season.  Plant so the roots remain cool while the top absorbs sunlight.  Stems should be tied up for support when used along a fence.



Although Clematis is forgiving and will quickly repair mistakes made during pruning, it’s best to do it right the first time.  The type of pruning you do depends on when the plant flowers.  If you don’t know, watch it for a year, then prune accordingly.  Dormant wood can look dead, so be careful when choosing which stems to trim.  Do not prune the stems that have healthy buds at leaf bases.  Clematis that blooms in the spring blooms on last year’s wood and should be cut back a month after flowering.  Preserve the main branches and trim the rest to control sprawl and tangle.  Clematis that blooms in the summer or fall, blooms on wood produced in the spring.  Cut back in late fall after flowering or in early spring as the buds swell.  If your plant blooms in spring and again in summer or fall, it blooms on old wood in the spring and new wood later.  Do only light, corrective pruning in the fall or early spring.

