Pollination


Even plants which are largely self-fertile, such as raspberries, blueberries, strawberries, peaches, grapes and European plums benefit from having pollen transferred from one blossom to another by insects for increased fruit to set.  Without insects to move this pollen around for us, there would be much less fruit.


Another huge factor in successful pollination is temperature.  Our flying friend, the honeybee is not very active when temperatures fall below 55 degrees F.  This is not an unusual temperature during bloom time around here.  Cloud cover and rainy conditions will also restrict honeybee activity, even when temperatures are above 55 F degrees.  A week or two of nasty weather can easily lead to some level of crop failure.  Other bees, like the bumblebee, that fly in cooler weather, are simply not numerous enough to take up the slack.  Syrphid flies do not work the flower hard enough to get good fruit set.


In addition, careless use of insecticides by home gardeners kills many bees.  For this reason, insecticides should never be applied to fruit trees during the bloom cycle.


Disease control can require the application of fungicides during this period, but fungicides like Captan, lime-sulfur, Funginex and most others don’t present a hazard to bees.  The problem arises when these fungicides are mixed with insecticides by home gardeners or purchased as a mixture, and applied during bloom time.


If caterpillars are driving you crazy while your fruit is flowering, some form of Bacillus thuringiensis may be utilized.  B.t., Thuricide and Dipel are just a few of the many brand names it comes under and it is safe to use on plants when foraging bees are present.


Your local WSU/Skagit County Cooperative Extension office has great pamphlets about tree fruit pollinators; EB 0937 Tree Fruit Varieties for PNW, EB 1640 Growing Small Fruits for the Home Garden and EB 0422 Home Garden can give you additional information on varieties and bloom times.  Who knows, with a little luck we could have a mild and sunny spring!

