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If you had ventured into the Discovery Garden in May or June, you might have heard the sounds of young voices rapping out a chorus that talked about soil, worms, planting, and all aspects of gardening.  You would have been hearing second and third graders from Washington and Jefferson elementary schools who had come to the garden with teachers and parents for a field trip.  These children were very well prepared for this trip as they had had several classes with their teachers on all aspects of gardening.  Veteran teacher and Master Gardener Doreen Schreuder led them in the rap and set the stage for their day in the garden.


Of course, there were rules to discuss.  The garden is full of wonderful things to see and touch, so the children talked about ways to be in the garden and to show respect for the plants and the creatures that live there.  By the time all the talking was done, the children were eager to move to the learning stations that were staffed by other Master Gardeners. 


 At the Enabling Garden, children listened with rapt attention as Master Gardener, Anna Ankrum, described the climbing accident that left her paralyzed and in a wheelchair twenty-eight years ago.  They saw that challenges do not end a person’s love of gardening as Anna moved around the garden displaying all the special tools and common items that help one continue to garden.


Sounds of the day included the whir of a blender as onion-skins or blackberries were blended to make the ingredients for dyeing pieces of cloth that the children prepared.  Hammers being pounded announced the art activity where children taped leaves and flowers onto cloth and pounded to create colors on the cloth.  All of this was done while a Master Gardener talked about the ways in which plants were used by native people.


Then there were the critter stalkers as children stealthily moved through the garden looking for the creatures that call the garden home.  Children stood with arms raised over their heads, simulating wings to try and guess how the butterflies managed to get into the butterfly house.  Or traced the path of the slug that had recently moved through the plants.  Or found the salamander’s resting place.  Many lessons were learned about the care taken in seeking out these creatures without disturbing them.


There was the planting station where children actually made their own garden by preparing soil and planting corn, squash and bean seeds.  Many of the children had never held a shovel, so this was quite an exciting adventure.  And, there were the worms in the worm bin as part of the station on composting!  This was a favorite.


Children and gardens go together.  Take your family and spend an afternoon in the Discovery Garden (16602 State Route 536, Mount Vernon).  It is free of charge and a great place for a picnic.  Explore all it has to offer and let the children play in the sand box and on the jungle gym in the Children’s Garden.  Teach your children about leaving the Garden exactly as you found it, respecting every creature’s right to live there and enjoying all that a garden offers.  Have fun!!!

