Yellow Jackets

Most people would rather have ants at their picnic than yellow jackets.  Yellow jackets are beneficial insects, but when they are fighting for your food, and winning, it is very difficult to keep from swatting at them.  They are beneficial in that they kill countless houseflies and blowflies and they feed their young on a large number of insects that damage crops and shade trees.  However, they also sting and it hurts like blazes.


Many people mistake yellow jackets for bees.  If they are bothering your food, likely they are yellow jackets.  Bees don’t eat meat; yellow jackets do.


There are two groups of yellow jackets.  One group lives in the ground building their nests in mouse burrows or inside the walls of houses.  The second group is called an aerial nester because they build their nests in sheds or under the eves of houses or in trees.  All yellow jackets are either yellow and black or white and black.  


They are an annual insect which means their colony does not over winter.  Only the queen does.  Also, remember that they do not reuse the same nest again.  This fact may help you decide if you want to risk getting stung trying to control them or just leave them alone.  If the nest is located in the eves of your house or your attic, it is a good idea to remove it when the yellow jackets are gone so it doesn’t become a home for carpet beetles or other pests.


There are several things to do to cut down the number of yellow jackets you have to deal with.  Keep your garbage cans covered.  Don’t leave food lying around outside.  Keep the fallen fruit picked up from under your fruit trees.  Every year when the plums start to drop the yellow jackets come and feast.  Sometimes it is hard to mow the lawn under the trees.  It helps to go out early in the morning and pick up everything that has fallen during the night.


Now if you need to get rid of the nest and the yellow jackets, plan on doing it late in the evening, when they have all returned to the nest.  Effective control sprays are the aerosol sprays with synthetic pyrethroids.  Be sure to get ones that shoot about 20 feet distance.  It is a good idea to wear protective clothing such as long pants and a long sleeve shirt, hat and gloves.  Spray directly into the entrance of the nest first then spray the whole nest.  Leave the nest up for a few days to get all the stragglers.  Remember, be careful!

