Master Gardener Program


It’s that time of year again when the WSU/Skagit County Master Gardeners Program invites applications from prospective 2002 trainees.  Applications will be accepted until October 15, with personal interviews of selected applicants to take place in November.  The six-week training session will be held in January and February, 2002.


WSU/Skagit County Master Gardeners are volunteers who have been trained and certified in a program sponsored by Washington State University Cooperative Extension and Skagit County.  The volunteers assist Cooperative Extension in providing information to the public on landscaping, insect and disease management, pesticide safety, water quality protection, and other horticulture-related subjects.  The program began in Washington state in 1973.  Today, more than 3,000 Master Gardeners serve over 250,000 clients in 28 of our 39 counties.  Skagit County began participating in the program in 1977, with the number of our Master Gardeners increasing steadily every year since then.


You might find the role of volunteer Master Gardener highly rewarding if you are an enthusiastic home gardener with a desire to develop your knowledge and skills and share them with others.  As a Master Gardener, you will meet many other people who also have a strong interest in horticulture and will develop skills and knowledge in many areas.  You will grow in your capacity as a gardener and problem-solver.  Through your access to the latest horticultural research, you will be able to encourage home gardeners to learn about environmentally safe and satisfying methods of gardening.


Master Gardener training consists of classes taught by WSU Cooperative Extension plant pathologists, entomologists, weed specialists, and other experts in their fields.  Subjects covered include weed, insect, and disease management;  pesticide safety and use; fertilizers, soils, and water; vegetables, small fruits, and tree fruits; ornamentals; lawn management; and composting.  Trainees receive a course outline and many pertinent extension publications, which they keep as reference materials.  Class time includes an exam on each major subject studied to ensure that the material has been thoroughly understood by each trainee.


Upon completion of the Master Gardener training session, each trainee becomes a Master Gardener Intern, ready for the first year of volunteer service.  During this year, interns commit to a minimum of 60 hours of volunteer service.  In the second year and beyond, each certified Master Gardener completes at least 25 hours of community service and 10 hours of continuing education.  There are many projects and activities from which the new Master Gardener may choose to satisfy the volunteer time commitment, including plant clinics in Anacortes and Mount Vernon, the WSU Discovery Garden, the annual Plant Faire in May, the youth education program, the weekly Skagit Valley Herald column, the insect collection, statistics compilation and reporting, and annual training support.


If you would like more information on becoming a WSU/Skagit County Master Gardener, please contact the WSU/Skagit County Extension office at 306 S. First in downtown Mount Vernon, 360-428-4270.

