Flame Weeding


How about a way to weed that is death on those persistent annual weeds and not so hard on your back and knees?  Flame weeding is an efficient way to weed using a specially designed propane torch called a flame weeder.  Flaming works best on young, broadleaf weeds, not only those in your gardens, but those growing up through the cracks in your sidewalk and in your flower beds.  This method does not work well to control perennial weeds. However, before you start, there are a few guide lines.


Before you flame anything, be sure to clear away dead, dry leaves or mulches that might catch fire.  Keep a hose, bucket of water or shovel near by just in case you need it.


Check the weather. Don’t weed when it is too dry or too windy.  However, you can flame weed in the rain.  You do not have to cremate the weed, just scorch it so the juice boils and ruptures the plant’s cell walls.  This only takes a few seconds holding the torch 3 to 6 inches above the weeds.  


Rake out the wilted leaves and compost them.  Don’t flame weed in sandals. Be careful and wear boots, long pants, long sleeve shirt, gloves, and safety goggles, too.  Remember you are working with propane gas and fire, so it is best to keep children at a safe distance away and work alone.  Pay close attention to what you are doing.


You can also flame the ground before you sow your seeds to get rid of some of the excess weeds and to prevent new ones from taking root.  Flame weeders are sold at most farm supply stores.  


