Harvest Fruit Festival Set for October 13, 2001


The fall Fruit Open House and Field Day will be held Saturday, October 13, at the Washington State University/Mount Vernon Research and Extension Unit located at 16650 State Route 536, west of Mount Vernon.  This is the 10th anniversary for this popular event sponsored by the Western Washington Fruit Research Foundation (WWFRF) and WSU/Mount Vernon.  Plans currently still underway are preparing for the morning hours (9 a.m. to noon) to feature Ciscoe Morris, the well-known Master Gardener from the Seattle area, who will host his live, on the air, weekly radio garden question and answer program, on site.  Questions from the audience, as well as call-in questions will be entertained by Ciscoe and his panel of guest experts.  Specialists in the area of tree fruits, garden vegetables, wine and cider making, and fruit preservation will make up the panel assisting Ciscoe with answers to questions both on and off the air.


Should it happen that Ciscoe Morris’s radio program is pre-empted by KIRO to broadcast the Mariners baseball playoffs n October 13, which is a possibility, the program will go on, using the panel of experts to provide answers to questions from the audience, off the air.


The lunch hour from 12:00 to 1:30 pm will be devoted to an anniversary celebration and dedication.  In addition, a wide selection of farm fresh food will be available for lunch to include burgers, hot fresh corn, hot apple pie, apple cider, and more.  There will also be booths  by the WSU Master Gardeners and Master Food Preservers, the Western Cascade Fruit Society, Skagit Vegetable Trial representatives and by commercial garden and orchard supplies.


Then during the afternoon hours from 1:30 to 3:30 pm, there will be harvest tours of the WSU Research Unit Orchards.  Participants will be allowed to tour the orchards on tractor-drawn trailers, to observe, taste, and harvest to take home, some of the many varieties of apples and pears.


Anyone can attend this exciting and informational farm harvest celebration for a donation of $15.00 for an individual or $25.00 for the family.  Or you can join the WWFRF for an annual fee of $25.00 for an individual or $40.00 per family.  Annual membership entitles you to attend both the spring and fall field days, as well as all harvest days (usually four per year) and all classes and meetings.


While at the Research Unit you may want to take time that day to visit and observe the Skagit Display Gardens which include the WSU Master Gardener Discovery Garden, the Washington Native Plant Society’s Garden, the Skagit Valley Rose Society’s Garden and the newly established Skagit Vegetable Trials and the displays of All-American Selection flowers and vegetables.


So mark this date on your calendar and join the group for an exceptional educational experience down on the WSU farm.  No need to bring a lunch.  There will be plenty of good fresh food available for your choosing.

