Winterizing Roses


This is THE time to start collecting the mulch material you will need to winterize your roses.  But, it is not cold enough to winterize yet.  The nights should be below freezing and the days in the low forties.  By then the bushes will be dormant.


Prune your tall bushes down to about three feet so the wind doesn’t rock them around in the ground.  Leave plenty of cane for winter dieback.  If you prune too short you will have nothing much to prune when you have the late spring dieback.  Remove the rest of the leaves.  Some of the plants will hang on to their leaves as long as they can, but it is a good source for fungal re-infection next year.  If the bushes are not very tall, or very secure in the ground, you don’t need to prune.  If they have any hips, it’s great winter interest.  


Be sure you clean thoroughly around and under the bushes.  Sanitation is the key to clean roses next year.  Clear all the old mulch away from the crown and take a good look at it to see if you have crown gall or anything else you need to deal with now instead of later.  Pile your mulch material, which can be anything that doesn’t get waterlogged and make an airless mat.  You can use horse manure sawdust. It will not have any weeds if the animals are not pastured on grass, but only fed alfalfa and rolled steamed barley.  Compost works well, also.  If you have lots of maple leaves, run them through the lawn mower to chop them up a bit before you put them around your roses.  Don’t use anything too light and dry unless you have a good source of evergreen boughs to lay on top of the mulch.  Shavings, if not covered, will be blown away by the wind.  If you use dirt, don’t take it from around the roses.  You will be thinning the soil over the roots and thus exposing them to the cold.   Pile the mulch on as high as you can over the crown and up the canes.


To spray, or not to spray, that is the question.  Don’t bother with a dormant spray this early.  You will be wasting your time and money.  Wait until later.  An anti-dessicant will help reduce the moisture loss in the canes.  


It is also time to take a good look at your garden.  What needs to be changed, what added, do you need a new bed?  Start your planning now for next years showing.  Preparing a new bed now will let nature do a lot of your work.  The freezing, thawing, freezing, thawing will help open up the ground and make for easier tilling next spring.  The new catalogs should be arriving.  Check them out and make your wish lists.  It doesn’t cost anything to make a wish list.  You may even put a word in Santa’s ear for a gift certificate to your favorite nursery.

