
 March in the Garden 
 

Planning 
Take photos of your bulbs in bloom.  Tag 

and record the colors and types of bulbs 

that bloom so you can fill in blank spots 

after flowers have died. 

 

For future reference, record plant and tree 

varieties in your garden journal as you 

plant them.    

 

Don’t apply a horticultural oil spray during 

freezing weather; it can injure plants, 

especially evergreens. On fruit trees the 

best time to apply oil sprays is just before 

the buds are ready to open.  Spray 

schedules are available at the extension 

office. 

 

Rake needles and leaves off lawns to 

prevent suffocation and mold.   

 

Planting 
Rhubarb and asparagus can be planted as 

soon as you can put a shovel into the ground. 

In late March, plant onion sets, shallots, and 

potatoes. Buy good stock from reputable 

nurseries and get planting advice from nursery 

personnel or  

certified Master Gardeners. 

Hold off on planting any seeds in the garden. 

The exceptions would be cool season crops 

such as spinach, carrots, broccoli and onions.  

Warm days may be tempting, but the ground is 

usually too wet and too cold and seeds will 

most likely rot.  Be patient. 

Tuberous begonias can be started indoors. 

Use an acidic potting soil such as a prepared 

begonia mix. Pot begonias with the top of each 

tuber level with the soil mix.  

If you want big tomato transplants in June, 

mid-March is the time to start them indoors 

under lights. They can be started as late as 

April but they won’t be the big, healthy 

specimens you will have if you seed them now. 

 

Resist the urge to remove the mulch from 

spring-flowering plants such as daffodils and 

tulips.  It can be loosened, but the shoots will 

still benefit from protection against cold, drying 

winds. 

 

March is when it all begins in 

our area.  No sooner does the 

last snow disappear, the crocus 

poke through the ground -  

signaling the onset of spring. 


